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IN 
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NOR THAMPTO N, 
| Under my "Miviflerial Care. 


| My Dear Friends ! 


S I reckon the Providence which 
fixed me with you, in the Paſtoral 
1 Relation, amongſt the moſt ſin- 
2 gular Bleſſings of Life; I would always 

retain a Senſe of thoſe Engagements 
I which it brings me under, to labour to 
the utmoſt, for your ſpititual Improve- 
ment. And through the divine Good- 
| 150, I find it a delightful Work; as 
| en candid and ſerious Temper adds a 
Freedom and Pleaſure, both to my 
3 


publick Miniſtrations, and private 
5 onverſes with you. 


A2 
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(iv) 


I TAkx this Opportunity of renew- 
ing the Aſſurances I have often give 
you, that I could gladly converſe wi 
you more frequently at Home; did not 
the other Work, in which Iam engaged, 
|  asa Tutor, demand fo large a Share of 
my Time. I heartily thank you, that 
| you ſo kindly confider it, and make all 

the Allowances for it I could reaſonably 
deſire. 1 Me Nin 
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that it is a ſincere Concern for his 

/ Glory, and the Intereſt of a Re- 
* deemer in the riſing Age, that has 
determined me to undertake the Ad- 
ditional Labours of ſuch an Em- 
ployment: and as you voluntarily | 
choſe to ſacrifice ſomething of your 
private Satisfaction, to theſe great | 
and. important Views, I hope you 
will have the Pleaſure to ſee them 
anſwered, and that you yourſelves 2 
will not, on the whole, be Loſers! 
by them. You know, it is my De- 
_ fire, that as my Pupils advance in 
the Courſe of their preparatory Stu- 
dies, they would endeavour by their re- 
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7 I TrvsT, Gop is my Witneſs, 
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2 ligious Viſits, Converſation and Prayer, 
to ſupply in Part, that lack of Service 
to you, which my Care for them muſt 
neceſſarily. occaſion; and it is as a 
farther Supply of it, that I now of- 
fer you thoſe SERMONS on the re- 
4 /igious Education of CHILDREN, which 

you heard from the Pulpit ſome Months 
| ago.. | | 


"Fi TAE Indulgence and Thankful- 
4 neſs with which you then received 
3, them, is one Inſtanee, amongſt many 
is others, of your Reliſh for plain and 
e- practical Preaching. When ſome of 
as vou expreſſed your Deſire that they 
4. might be made more publick, I con- 
feſs I knew not well how to deny 
ly you 3 and I was the more be 
ur to comply with your Requeſt, becauſe 
at it is a Subje&t' which cannot be often 
»u & handled, ſo largely, in the Courſe of 
m Preaching. 


md 
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Tur tender Concern for you 
and yours, which led me to treat. 


in of Education, engaged me alſo to 


u- manage it in ſuch a manner, as I 
apprehended might be moſt for your 
Advantage and for theirs; that is, 
ed. A 3 o 
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(vi) 


to make it, as far as I could, a 


retained that Form, in tranſcribing 


them for the Preſs; though I am | 
ſenſible it might have appeared more 
faſhionable and polite, to have caſt ' 
them into a different. Mould, and to 
have propoſed my Remarks in a more | 


cool and general Way. 


Reſpect I am in the right or the 


wrong, I muſt ſay with the Apoſtle 
to the Coriathians) Brethren it is for 


your Sakes. 


I wovLD not willingly diſguſt Per- „ 
ſons of elevated Genius and refined 
Education; but I muſt confeſs the great 


Labour 


warm and ſerious Addreſs to you. 
J have likewiſe, for the ſame Reaſon, | 


ce 

Ix is indeed my deliberace 1 — 
ment, that there is an important Di | 
ference. between Popular Diſcourſes | 
and Philoſophical Eſſays. The more 
J converſe with the mod celebrated 
Speakers, of Antiquity, the more | 
am confirmed in that Thought; and 
I will take the Liberty to add, that, 
for the Sake of common Chriſtians 
I could wiſh it were more gene- 
rally conſidered. But whether in this 
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Labour of my Life is to bring down 


my Diſcourſes to common Appre- 
henſions, and to impreſs the Con- 


ſciences of Men by them in Subſer- 


viency to the momentous Deſign of 
their eternal Salvation. And as I am 


N * Shepherd, and you in a peculiar 


anner the People of my Care, whom 


op has committed to my Hand, 


and of whom he will require an Ac- 
count from me, I would always cheriſh 


2 a peculiar Concern for you; and deſire 
that, whenever I appear amongſt you, 
| my Heart may overflow with a kind 


parental Tendernefs for you. There 


are, perhaps, ſome Traces of this in 
2 theſe Diſcourſes, which a ſevere Cri- 
tick may cenſure, and a prophane 
Wit may deride ; nevertheleſs J have 


a chearful Hope that they will be ac- 
cepted by Gop, and approved by you, 
If divine Grace render them uſeful to 
others, I would. own it as an additio- 


nal Favour; and that they might be 
| ſo, I have diligently avoided what- 
ever might offend any ſerious Reader, 
vet they are yours by a peculiar Claim. 
For you 1 compoſed them; for you 
I publiſhed them, and to you I now 


preſent them; humbly commending 
A4 them 


| (vii) 
them and you to the Bleſſing of 
Gop, and entreating your continued | 
Prayers that it may attend all the La- R 
bours off, 5 
Dir very affettionate Brother, 
and obliged Servant, 


in our common LORD, 


Jl A, . PHIL DoppROx. 
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| Recommendatory PREFACE. 


| 72 E Subject of the following Dif 


courſe is of high Importance to the 


| Intereſt of Religion, and juſtly claims a 


Share in our Labours, if we would fulfit 
the Miniſtry we have received in the 


 FLoxp, and give a on Account of it 


E. 


anotber Day. This led the Author to 
inſiſt upon it, in the Congregation under 
bis Care. What was delivered from the 
Pulpit met with a favourable Reception, 
and many who heard theſe Sermons, have. 
importunately deſired they might be pub- 
3 iſhed, for the Benefit of others. I bave 
peruſed them with ſome Attention, and ſuch 
ſpecial Satisfaftion, that I beartily concur 
in the ſame Requeſt. ARES. 
The Negleft of the Riſing Generation, 

$ which ſo generally prevails, ought, ſurely, 
o awaken our ſerious Concern for it; 


| Rand ] perſuade myſelf, that the preſent 
 RAttempt will be welcome to all who are 


* duly impreſſed with that Concern; for 


E % far as I am capable of judging, it 


is well adapted ta anſewer its intended 
Purpoſes, The Method is natural and 


eaſy,. 


5 


eaſy, the Language correct, the Reaſon- 
ing ſtrong, the Addreſs pathetic and con- 
vinc ing; and the whole is ſo agreeably 
adjuſted, that I can with Pleaſure re- 
commend it, as a valuable and uſeful 
Performance. | $00 
Te Peculiarities of the Chriſtian 
Scheme, are frequently and pertinently 


_ interſperſed, through the ſeveral Parts of - 


this Work, which will be acceptable to 
' them, who have taſted that the Loxp 
is gracious. I look upon theſe as the 
 brighteſ® Ornaments of practical Diſ- 


' Courſes ; and when they are introduced 


in this View, it muſt evidently appear, 
that the Principles of our Holy Religion, 
are not merely refined Speculations for the 
Entertainment of curious and inquiſitive 
Minds, but Doctrines according to 
Godlineſs, and the great Support of 
Virtue and Goodneſs in the World. 
When Arguments are drawn from the 
ghorious Diſpenſation of the Grace 7 
Gop, 10 perſuade us to deny Ungod- 
lineſs and worldly Luſts, and to live 
ſoberly, righteoufly and godly ; /ucb 
endearing Motives repreſent Duty in 

its moſt amiable Light, and have a 

moſt direct tendency io engage our chear- 
qm Compliance. it deſerves our ſerious 


Conſide- 


c © 


1 \. 
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Conſideration, whether this be not @ 
proper Method to prevent the Growth 
of Infidelity ; if not to reclaim thoſe, 

whoſe Arguments againſt the ſacred 
Scriptures are mere Banter and Nidi- 
cule, and who are gone /0 far as 10 glory 
in their Contempt of the Goſpel, yet, at 
leaſt, io prevent the ſpreading of that dan. 


gerous Infection. 


It has been juſtly obſerved by an ex- 
rellent Perſon, whoſe Practical Writings 
meet with that general Acceptance which 
they ſo juſtly deſerve, ** That when Men 
* have heard the Sermons of their Clergy, 
« for many Years together, and find lit- 
e tle of CHRIST in them, they have 
* taken it into their Heads, that they 
« may go ſafe to Heaven wit bout 
« Chriſtianity.” And this I apprebend 
will ever be the Conſequence, if we ſo 
lay the whole Streſs of our moral Obli- 
gations, on 'the reaſon and fitneſs of 
Things, as to neglett that Saviour who 
geo himſelf for us, to redeem us 
om all -Iniquity, and purify unto 


himſelf a peculiar People, zealous of 


good Works. When Chriſtian Preach-" 
ers feldom mention Redemption and Sal- 
12 20 0 Dr. Waris, 


05 TR vation 


artfully flur them, than by a direct and 


led into this Concluſion, that they have 
liulle Concernment with any thing in 


it, and that the other Parts of the 


advanced thus far, the next Step will be, 


Schemes in Religion will not permit us 


tbeir Model, left our Diſcourſes ſhould 
uo de polite. and rational, we have 


_ that Faith which. they. once delivered 


(x 

vation by the Son of God, unleſs it be to 
expoſe an abſurd Senſe, which ſome have put 
upon thoſe Doctrines; and thereby more 


open Altack, they cannot expect their Sj; 
Hearers ſhould have any great Regard} 
for them. Their People will be inſenſibiy 


the New Teſtament but the Morality of 


Goſpel may be negleFed, withaut Ha- 
zard to their Souls. And when they have 


zo ſet the inſpired Writings on a level 
with Heathen Authors, whoſe moral Sen- 
timents are | admired, though there are 
mauy poetical Fiftions, and fabulous Sto- 
ries, intermixed with them. | 

The Apoſtles took a different Me- 
thod, and conſtantly ſupported their In- | 
ſtructions, by Conſiderations peculiar to 
the Goſpel of CHRIST. And if our | 


to follow their Example, and wwe feel a 
ſecret Unwillingleſs to form ourſelves on 
Reaſon to fear, we are declining from 

x0 


* 


LA. 


(An.) 
to the Saints. But if we copy after 

zbeſe\. wiſe Maſter Builders, ue may 
bode the Hand of the Loxp will be 


with us? and that we ſhall ſee ſometbing 
ef that Divine Succeſs attending our 
¶ TLabours, which ſo remarkably accom- 
¶PDanied theirs, when many believed and 


turned unto the Lo RD. And they 
who have experienced the powerful In- 


fluences of the Goſpel, in forming their 


Hearts and Lives for Gov, will be no 
more Children; toſſed to and fro, and 
carried about with every Wind of 
Doctrine, by the Sleight and Crafti- 
neſs of Men, nor eaſily prevailed upon 
to part with it. And I am confirmed 
in this Opinion, by obſerving, that De- 
iſm makes little Progreſs in thoſe Audi- 
tories, where the diſtinguiſhing Doftrines 
of Chriſtianity are frequently and judi- 


© ciouſly conſidered. 


For this Reaſon, I would humbly pro- 
poſe the following Compoſures to the Imi- \ 
tation of younger Miniſters. And 1 can- 
not but indulge a reaſonable Expectation, 
that thoſe who are forming for the Ser- 
vice of the Sanfuary under the Inſtruc- 
tions of the Learned and worthy Author, 
having ſo good a Pattern daily before them, 
will appear in our Aſſemblies with a fixed 
h END Reſolution 


(xv) 
Reſolution to exalt a Redeemer in all 


their Miniſtrations ; that Eon will 2 | 
a Pillars in the Temp 


and be the —— = Suppur ts, _ 


_ the Chriſtian Cauſe, when their Fachers 
Hall ſleep in the Duſt. 


4s — Subject of theſe Sermons i is 20 
Matter of Continent but plain and im- 


portant Duty, One would. Hope, they Will 


not fall er" the: ſevere, Cenſure of any, 


i 9 2 am fully perſu that 


humble and ſerious Chriſtians, * 
chief Concern is to. know, and do their 


Duty, will find agreeable Entertainment, 


and much. n Infrofiion, in the 
Per mr bay. 


7 N ˖ N , A * * * ' : 
- k, * 
D. Sour 
| 1 D. | | » 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


Hoyer the Reader will pardon 
| me, that I trouble him with the 
ention of two Things, which, for 
ome obvious Reaſon, I thought it not 
proper to omit. | 
ThE one is, that as my very 
vorthy and condeſcending Friend, 
Dr. Watts, had promiſed the World 
in Eſſay on Education, I would not 
have .publiſhed theſe Papers, without 
his full Approbation of the Deſign, 
as no way 2 to his; and 1 
have omitted ſome Particulars I might 
ave mentioned, that I might inter- 
fere with him as little as poſſible. 


E. 


look over Dr. Tillotſon's Sermons, and 
ſome other Treatiſes on this Subject, 
I found many of the Thoughts I had 
before inſerted in my Plan. They 
ſeemed ſo obvious to every conſide- 


R- rate Perſon, that I did not think my 
elf obliged to mention them as Quo- 
6 4 | tations. 


The other is, that when I came to 


(xvi) 

tations. What I have expreſly taken 
from others, I have cited as theirs 
in the Margin; and if I have been 
obliged to any for * other Though 
or Expreſſions, which is very poſſible, 
though I don't particularly remember 
it, I hope this general Acknowledge- 
ment may ſuffice.” - |;  _ 
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Ded. Page iv. for of Life, read of my Life. Ad- 
vert. p. xv. I. 5. for Reaſon, r. Reaſons. p. 6. 
Not. for VIVT r. 2 ibid. for g and Gy r. 
J and HY P. 29. Not. for VH r. V p. 
35.1. 1. for theſe, r. thoſe. P. 46. Not. I. 2, for 
Feſta, r. Teſta. 65 . I. 2. for dangegrous, r. 

8.4. 3 


dangerous. p. for at the Sight, r. in 
the Sight. p. 28. J. 8. for handled by, r. handled 
in. p. 94. I. 1. for in you, r. in your, and dele 
Com. p. 110. J. 3. for Touths, r. Toath. 
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Jon che Education of CHILDREN. 
PRO v. XXII. 6. 
Train up a Child in the Way be 
will not depart from it. 


T is a moſt amiable and inſtruc- 
tive Part of the Character which 
T/aiah draws of the great Shepherd 

of the Church, that * he ſhould gather 

the Lambs with bis Arm, and carry 
bem in his Boſom: a repreſentation 
abundantly anſwered by the tender 
are which our Redeemer expreſſed 
or the weakeſt of his Diſciples; and 
beautifully illuſtrated by the endearing 


ondeſcenſion, with which he embraced 


and bleſſed little Infants. Nor is it 


-e, that when he recommends to 
eter the Care of his Flock, as the 
moſt important and acceptable Evi- 
ih zl. 11. 
„ dence 


SERMON I. 


oreign to the preſent purpoſe to ob- 


| 
: 
: 
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ſhould go, and when be is old be 


(2) 

dence of his ſincere Affection to his r 
Perſon, he varies the Phraſe; in one n 
place ſaying Feed my Sheep, and in the s 
other Feed my Lambs T. Perhaps it 
might be in part intended to intimate, An 
that the Care of a Goſpel Miniſter, Wc: 
who would in the moſt agreeable Man- 
ner approve his Love to his Maſter, n 

- ſhould extend its ſelf to the riſing Ge- o 
neration, as well as to thoſe of a ma- b. 
turer Age, and more conſiderableſ le 
ſtanding in the Church. It is in obe- I th 
dience to his Authority, and from af: 

regard to his Intereſt, that I am now w. 
entering on the Work of Catechiſing, ¶ co 
which I ſhall introduce with ſomeſ we 

Practical Diſcourſes on the Education lię 
of Children, the Subject which is now 

before us. 

I PrRSVA DE my ſelf, that you, 
my Friends, will not be diſpleaſed tc 
hear, that J intend to handle it at large, 
and to make it the Employment o 
more than a ſingle Sabbath. A littl 
Reflection may convince you, that 
could hardly offer any Thing to you 
Conſideration of greater Importance N. 
and that, humanly ſpeaking, there m1 


4 John xxi. 15, 16, 
| | nothin! 


« 3 8 


(3) 
3 nothing in which the Comfort of Fa- 
e! milies, the Proſperity of Nations, the 
el Salvation of Souls, the Intereſt of a 
it Redeemer and the Glory of Gop is 
e, more apparently and intimately con- 
r, cerned. „ af}; Fry 

1-8 I Very readily allow that no Hu- 
r, man Endeavours, either of Miniſters 
e-Jor Parents, can ever be effectual ro 
a- bring one Soul to the . faving Know- 
le ledge of Go D in CHRIST, without 
e- the co-operating and transforming In- 
a] fluences of the Bleſſed Spirit: Vet you 
» well know, and I hope you ſeriouſly 
2 conſider, that this does not in the leaſt 
mel weaken our Obligation to the moſt di- 
don ligent Uſe of proper Means. The 
oy great GO p hath ſtated Rules of Ope- 
ration in the World of Grace as well 
as of Nature, and though he is not 
limited to them, it is arrogant, and 
may be deſtructive, to expect that he 
ſhould: deviate from them in Favour of 


tl. us or ours. 3 B aer 
it E live not by Bread alone, but by 
-ouevery Word that proceedeth out of the 


Month of Go p*, and were he deter- 
mined to continue your Lives, or the 


a > * * 1 7 2 * , = 1 
o 111 'S { ood . 4 " 1 5 ! * 
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1 B 2 Lives 


. 
Lives of your Children, he could no 
doubt feed or ſupport you by Miracle: 
Yer you think your ſelves obliged to 4 8 
prudent Care for your daily Bread, 


and juſtly conclude that were you to, 
neglect to adminiſter it to your Infant 
Offspring, you would be chargeable 
with their Murther before Gop and} 
Man: nor could you think of pleading 
it as any Excuſe, that you referred 
them to a miraculous divine Care, 
whilſt you left them deſtitute of any 
human Supplies. Such a Plea would,. 
only add Impiety to Cruelty, and great: 
ly aggravate the Crime it attempted toffe, 
palliate. As abſurd would it be for u 
to flatter our ſelves with a Hope tha 
our Children ſhould be taught of Go», 
and regenerated and ſanctified by th .,,, 
Influences of his Grace, if we negled{rer 
that prudent and religious Care in theiſ wi 
Education, which it is my Buſineſs thi, 
Day to deſcribe and recommend, and 
Which Solomon urges in the Words o for. 
my Text, Train up a Child in the N Inf 
in which be ſhould go, and when be is oli 
he will not depart from it. 4 the 
- I nzep not offer you many critic c 
Remarks on fo plain and intelligib| 
2 Paſſage, Tou will cafily obſervey-: 


(s) 


N0Mthar it conſiſts of an important Advice, 
e: nddreſſed to the Parents and Governours 
aof Children, Train up a Child in the 
0,0 ay he ſhould go; and alſo of a weighty 
to Reaſon by which it is enforced, and 
int toben he is old be will not depart from it. 
ble Tux general Senſe is undoubtedly 
nd retained in our Tranſlation, as it com- 
ng monly is; but here, as in many other 
red places, ſomething of the original Ener- 
1c gy and Beauty is loſt. 
NY Tre Hebrew Word *, which we 
uldWrender Train up, does ſometimes fignify, 
at. in the general, to initiate into ſome Sci- 
toſſence or Diſcipline; and, very frequent- 
ly, to apply any new Thing to the 
Uſe for which it was intended . It is 
* JIN) imbuere, prima rudimenta dare, erudire, 


Locere, dedicare. Pag. initiare Cocc. The LXX. 
render it with an exactneſs which our Language 
will not admit by *Eyx«nigurv. It is uſed alſo of 
thoſe Attendants of Abraham, who in the Text 


Thi are called his Trained, and in our Margin, his. 
an Infgructed Servants, Gen. xiv. 14. i. e. probably, 
formed to Military Diſcipline, though Religious 


Inſtruction is not to be excluded, Gen. xxiil. 19. 
1. A Word derived from the ſame Root, in 
the Rabbinical Writings ſignifies a Catechiſm, and 
therefore the Margin of our Text reads Catechiſe 
a Child, &c. 

T Thus 'tis applied to any new. built Houſe, 
Deut. xx. E to that of David, P/al. xxx. ult. 
and to the Wall of Jeruſalem, Neb. xii. 27. 


«ht B 3 eſpe- 


of Religion, as well as of Prudence| 


| them to perſonal and ſocial Virtue. \ 


F 
eſpecially uſed of ſacred Things, which N 
were ſolemnly dedicated, or ſet apart to de 
the Service of Gon®;. and perhaps 
may here be intended to intimate, that 
a due Care is to be taken in the Edu- 
cation of Children, from a Principle 


and Humanity; and that our Inſtruc- 
tions ſhould lead them to the Know- 
ledge of Gop, and be adapted to form 
them for his Service, as well as to engage 


Ir is added, that a Child ſhould be 0 
trained up in the Way in which he ſhould i . 
go f; which ſeems to be more exactly H 
rendered by others, at the Entrance or fe 


From the Beginning of his Way, to expreſs Ml ” 


the early Care which ought" to be taken ll ſe 
to prevent the Prevalency of irregular 
Habits, by endeavouring from the firſt 
Dawning of Reaſon to direct it aright MW © 
and to infuſe into the tender unpractiſed b 
Thus it is applied to the Dedication of the 0 
Altar, Numb. vil. 10, 11, 84, 88. and to that of 
the Temple, 1 Kings viii. 63. 2 Chron. vii. 5. Þ 
+ 1ITT 'D 5. which the French Verſion 


renders a "Entree de ſon Train; yet I am ſenſible | V 
d when uſed with 73 is ſometimes an expletive, N t 
as Gen. xlill. 7, Numb. xxvi. 56 as the learned 
Glaſhus as well as our Tranſlators thought the Text 


another Inſtance of it. G /. Phil. Sac. p. 482. 


Mind, 


— 


I 
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Mind, the important Maxims of Wit- 
dom and Goodneſs. 


T o encourage us to this Care, the 
Wiſe Man aſſures us that we may rea- 


ſonably expect the moſt happy Conſe- 


quence. That if the young Traveller 


be thus directed to ſet out well in the 


Journey of Life, there is a fair Proſ- 
pect that he will go on to its moſt 


J diſtant Stages, with encreaſing Honour 


and Happineſs. Train up a Child in 
the Way be ſhould go, and when he is 
old he will not row! from it. 9 

I SHALL endeavour to illuſtrate and 
inforce this important Advice in the 
following Method, which appears to 
me the moſt natural, and for that Rea- 
ſon the moſt eligible. 


I. I SHALL more particularly mark 
out the Way in which Children are to 
be trained up. 

II. OrrEx ſome plain and ſerious 
Conſiderations to awaken you to this 
pious and neceſſary Care. 

III. Digger to the Manner in 
which the Attempt is to be made, and 
the Precautions which are to be uſed in 
order to render it effectual. And then 

IV. IwIII conclude the whole with 

„ $2 


a more particular Application ſuited 
to your different Characters, Relations | 
and Circumſtances in Life. 4 


I am very ſenſible that it is a very 


delicate as well as important Subject, 1 | 
which is now before me; I have there- 


fore thought my ſelf obliged more at- 
tentively to weigh what has occurred | 
to my Meditations, more diligently to 
- conſult the Sentiments of others, and 
above all more earneſtly to ſeek thoſe 
Divine Influences, without which, I 
know, I am unequal to the eaſieſt Taſk; 
but in Dependance on which, I chear- 
fully attempt one of the moſt difficult. 
The reſult of the whole I humbly of- 
fer to your candid Examination, not 
pretending at any Time to dictate in an 
authoritative Manner, and leaſt of all 
on ſuch an Occaſion as this, but rather 
ſpeaking as to. Wiſe Men, who are 
themſelves 10 judge what I ſay, May 
the Divine Aſſiſtance and Bleſſing at- 
tend us in alll 

I am, 

FixsT, To deſcribe. the Way in 
which Children are to be trained up. 
Ou Tranſlation, as I have told you, 
though not very litera], is agreeable to 


\ + the 
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4 the Senſe of the Original, the Way in 
ꝛshich the Child ſhould go. And un- 
doubtedly this is no aki than the good 


old Way *, the Way of ſerious practical 


7 Religion: The Way which G0 p has 
in his Word marked out for us; 3 the 
P. Way which all the Children of Gop 


have trodden in every ſucceeding Age; 


the Way, the only Way in which we 


and ours can find Reſt to our Souls. 
Bur it is not proper to leave the 
Matter thus generally explained. I 


would therefore more particularly ob- 


ſerve, that it is the Way of Piety to- 
wards G o p, and of Faith in our 
Lord Jzsvs ChRIST, the Way of Obe- 
dience to Parents, and of Benevolence 
to all; the Way of Integrity and of 
Diligence; the Way of Humility and 
Self-Denial. I am perſuaded that each 
of theſe Particulars will deſerve your 
ferious Attention and Regard. 

1. CnIL DRIN ſhould undoubtedly 
be trained up in the Way of Piety and 
Devotion towards Go op. 5 

Tris, as you well know, is the 
Sum and the Foundation of every 
Thing truly good. The Fear 0 x pry the 
Lord is the Beginning of Wife 

fer. vi, 16 FA + 
0 8 5 The 


; „ Plal. xzxiv. 11, 7 Heb. xi. 6. || Heb. i ili. 4. 
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The P/almif therefore invites Children · 
to him with the Promiſe of inſtructing t 
them in it; * Come ye Children, hearken i 
. to me, and 1 will teach you the Fear of 
the Lord. And it is certain ſome right® 

| Notions of the Supream Being muſt 
be implanted in the Minds of Children | 
before there can be a reaſonable Foun- 
dation for teaching them thoſe Doc- 
trines which peculiarly relate to CHRIS 7 
under the Character of the Mediator; 
for he that comes unto Gon (by him), 
muſt believe that he is, and that be 1s 
the Rewarder of them that diligently 
ſeel him F. | 
TRE Proof of the Being of Gon, 
and ſome of thoſe Attributes of the 
Divine Nature in which we are 'moſtÞ 
concerned, depends on ſuch eaſy Prin- 
ciples, that cannot but think the 
weakeſt Mind might enter into it. A 
Child will eafily apprehend that as} 
every Houſe is builded by ſome Man, and 
there can be no Work without an Au- 
thor ; ſo be that built all things is Gop || 
And from this obvious Idea of G © b, 
as the Maker of all, we may naturally 

| repreſent him as very great and my 


d 


a 


. 


(1). 
n good, that they may be taught at once 


4 


g to reverence and love nim. 8 
„ I is of great Importance that Chil- 
dren early imbibe an Awe of Gop, and 
nt an humble Veneration for his Perfections 
ſt and Glories. He ought therefore to 
n be repreſented to them as the great Lord 
n- of all; and when we take occaſion to 
c- mention to them other inviſible Agents, 
whether Angels or Devils, we ſhould, 
Jas Dr. Yaiis_has moſt judiciouſly ob- 
1) ſerved “, always repreſent them as in- 
i; tirely under the Government and Con- 
1; croul of G o p, that no Sentiments of 
BB Admiration of good Spirits, or Terror 
p, of the bad, may diſtract their tender 
he Minds or infringe on thoſe Regards, 
ot which are the incommunicable Preroga- 
m- tive of the GREAT SUPREAM. 
he THERE ſhould be a peculiar Caution 
Achat when we teach theſe Infant Tongues 
as to pronounce that great and terrible 
nd Name, THRERLOoR D Our Gop, 
u- they may not learn to take it in vain; 
ll but may uſe it with a becoming Solem- 
p. Pity, as remembering that we and 
yl they are but Daſt and Aſbes before him F. 


an | * Diſcourſe' on Catechiſm, p. 109, 110. 
1 Gen. xviii. 27. 


od „ 6. _ 
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When I hear the little Creatures ſpeak- 
ing of << the great Gor, the bleſſed Goos, 
ce the glorious Gop,“ as I ſometimes do, 
it gives me a ſenſible Pleaſure, and If 
conſider it as a probable Proof of 
great Wiſdom and Piety, in thoſe who 
have the Charge of their Education, 

Yer great Care ſhould be taken not 
to confine our Diſcourſes to theſe aw- 
ful Views, leſt the Dread of Gop ſhould 
fo fall upon them, as that his Excellencies 
ſhould make them afraid to approach 
-him. We ſhould deſcribe him as not 
only the greateſt, but the beſt of Beings, 
We ſhould teach them to know him 
by the moſt encouraging Name of 7h: 
Lon, the LoRD Gap merciful and 
gracious, long-ſuffering and abundant in 
Goodneſs and Truth, forgiving Iniquity, 
 'Tranſgreſſion and Sin, and keeping Mercy 
For Thouſands F. We ſhould repreſent 
him as the univerſal kind indulgent 
Parent, who loves his Creatures, and 
by all proper Methods provides for 
their Happineſs. And we ſhould par- 
ticularly repreſent his Goodneſs to ther ; 
with what more than parental Tender- 
neſs he watched round their Cradles ; 
with what Compaſſion he heard their 

Job xiii, 11, #F Exod. xxxiv. 6, 7. 
r feeble 
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¶ teeble Cries before their Infant Thoughts 
could form themſelves into Prayer: 
We ſhould tell them that they live 


every Moment on Gop; and that all 


our Affection for them, is no more 
chan he puts into our Hearts; and all 
our Power to help them, no more than 


he lodges in our Hands. 

We ſhould alſo ſolemnly remind 
them, that in a very little while their 
Spirits are to return this Gop *; that 
as he 1s now always with them, and 
knows every thing they do or ſpeak or 
think, ſo he will bring every Work 
into Pudgment +, and make them for 
ever happy or- miſerable, as they on 
the whole are found obedient or rebel- 
lious. And here the moſt lively and 
pathetick Deſcriptions which the Scrip- 
ture gives us of Heaven and of Hell, 
ſhould be laid before them, and urged 
on their Conſideration, 

WuxVx ſuch a Foundation is laid, in 
the Belief of the Being and Providence 
of Gov, and a future State both of 
Rewards and Puniſhments, Children 
ſhould be inſtructed in the Duty they 
owe to Go p, and ſhould be particu- 
larly taught to pray to him and to 


Teel., xii. 7. + V. 14. 


praiſe 


with what I am to add under the 


NR 
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praiſe him. It would be beſt of al, 
if from a deep Senſe of his Perfections 4 11 
and their own Neceſſities, they could 
be engaged to breath out their Souls 
before him in Words of their own, 1 
were they ever ſo weak and broken. 
Yet you will readily allow, that ill 

this can be expected, it may be very + 
proper to teach them ſome Forms of 
Prayer and Thankſgiving, conſiſting 
of ſuch plain Scriptures, or other fa- 
miliar Expreſſions, as may beſt ſuit} 
their Circumſtances and Underſtand- 
ings. If the Lord's Prayer be taught 
them, as a Form, I hope you will con- 
fider how comprehenſive the Expreſ. 
ſions are; how faſt the Ideas riſe and 
vary; and conſequently how neceſſary} 
it is that it be frequently, and largely 
explained to them; leaſt the Repetition 
of it degenerate into a meer Cere- 
mony, as I fear it does amongſt many, 
who are perhaps molt zealous for its 


Uſe. IF V 
Bur what ! Pa ſaid on thi Head q 
of Piety and Devotion, muſt be conſi- la 
dered in an inſeparable Connection vi 


8 Det. 


2. CHIL- bs 
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2. CHILDREN muſt be trained up in 


% he Way of Faith in the Lonp Jtsus 


HRIST. 
—— know, my F riends, and I hope 
of you know; it to the daily Joy 


4 of your Souls, that CHRIST is the May, 
be 7 ruth," and the Life*, and thatꝰ tis 
by him we have boldneſs and acceſs 

with Confidence ꝶ to a Gop, who 


might otherwiſe 8 as a Con- 
uminig Fire . is therefore of 


great Importance — lead Children be- 


times into the Knowledge of CHRIST, 
which is no doubt a conſiderable Part 


of that Nurture and Admonition of the 


Lord, which the Apoſtle recommends, * 
and was perhaps what he principally in- 


£ tended by thoſe Words. 


Wx ſhould therefore teach them be- 
times, that the firſt Parents of the hu- 
man Race moſt ungratefully rebelled 
againſt Gop, and ſubjected them- 


ſelves and all their Offspring to his 


Wrath and Curſe. The awful Conſe- 
quences of this ſhould be opened at 
large, and we ſhould labour to con- 
vince them chat they have made them 


* John xiv. 6, Eph.) ji, 12. $Heb. xii, 29. 
l Eph, vi. 4. | 


| 77 s ; ; ſelves 


| 
| 
| 
| | 


(16) 
ſelves liable to Divine Diſpleaſure (that 
dreadful Thing!) by their own per- 


ſonal Guilt; and thus by the Know- 


ledge of the Law ſhould we make Way 
for the Goſpel, the en News: of 
Deliverance by CHRIST. 

In unfolding this, great Care Sught 
to be taken that we do not fill their 
Minds with an Averſion to one Sacred 
Perſon, while we endeavour to attract 
their Regards to/another. The Father 


zs not to be repreſented as ſevere and 


almoſt -inexorable, hardly prevailed 
upon by the Interceſſion of his compaſ- 
ſionate Son to entertain Thoughts of 
Mercy and Forgiveneſs. Far from 


that, we ſhould ſpeak of him as the 


overflowing Fountain of Goodneſs, 
whoſe Eye pitied us in our helpleſs 
Diſtreſs, whoſe Almighty Arm was 
ſtretched out for our Reſcue; whoſe 


eternal Counſels of Wiſdom and of 


Love formed that important Scheme to 


which we owe all our Hopes. I have, 


often had occaſion to ſhew you at large 
that this is the Scripture Doctrine; our 
Children ſnould be early taught it, and 


taught what that Scheme was, ſo far as 


their Underſtandings can receive It, 
and ours can explain it, We ſhould 
K 1121 2 | Olten 


— 
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f 67 f 
often repeat it to them, that Gop is 
ſo holy, and yet ſo gracious, that ra- 
ther than he would on the one Hand 
deſtroy Man, or on the other leave 
Sin unpuniſhed, he made his own Son 
a Sacrifice for it, appointing him to be 
humbled that we might be exalted, to 
dye that we might live. | NS 

We ſhould allo repreſent to them 
(with holy Wonder and Joy) how rea- 
dily the Lox D Jesvs Cyr1sT conſented 
to procure our Deliverance in ſo ex- 
penſive a Way. How chearfully he 
ſaid T, Lo I come, I delight to do thy 
Will, O Gop ] To enhaunce the Value 
of this amazing Love, we ſhould en- 
dea vour, according to our weak Ca- 
pacities, to teach them who this com- 
paſſionate Redeemer is; to repreſent 
ſomething of his Glories as the eternal 
Son of Go p, and the great LORD 
of Angels and Men. We ſhould in- 
ſtruct them in his amazing Condeſcen- 
ſion in lay ing aſide theſe Glories, that 
he might become a little weak helpleſs 
Child, and afterwards an afflicted ſor- 
rowful Man. We ſhould lead them 
into the Knowledge of thoſe Circum- 


1 Pal. xl. 7. 
ſtances 
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ſtances of the Hiſtory of Jzsus, which | 


may have the greateſt Tendency to 
ſtrike their Minds, and toimpreſs them 
with an early Senſe of Gratitude and 
Love to him. We ſhould tell them 
how poor he made himſelf that he might 
inrich us; how diligently he went a- 
bout doing good ; how willingly he 
preached ie Goſpel to the loweſt of 
the People. And we ſhould eſpecially 

tell them how kind he was to little 
Children, and, how he chid his Diſci- 
ples when they would have hindered 
them from being brought to him. 
»Tis expreſly ſaid “, Iasus was much 
diſpleaſed, and be ſaid, Suffer little Chil- 
dren to come unto me, and forbid them 
not, for of ſuch is the Kingdom of Gop, 
A tender Circumſtance | which per- 
haps was recorded, (in part at leaſt) 
for this very Reaſon, that Children 
in ſucceeding Ages might be impreſſed 
and affected with it. Through theſe 
Scenes of his Life we ſhould lead them 
to his Death : We ſhould ſhew them 
how ealily he could have delivered 
himſelf, (of which he gave fo ſenſible 
an Evidence in ſtriking down by one 


* Mark x. 13, 14. 


Word 
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Word thoſe who came to apprehend | 


him*) and yet how patiently he ſub- 
mitted.to the moſt cruel Injuries, tobe 
ſcourged and ſpit upon, to be crowned 


with Thorns; and to bear his Croſs, We 
ſhould ſhew them how this innocent, 
holy, divine Perſon was brought as & 


* to the ſlaughter , and while they 


were piercing him with Nails, inſtead 


of loading them with Curſes, he prayed 
for them, ſaying, Father, forgive them, 


they. know not unhat they do d. And 


when their little Hearts are awed and 
melted with ſo ſtrange a Story, we 
ſhould tell them, it was thus he 
groaned, and bled, and died for us, 
and often remind them of their own 
Concern in what was then tranſacted. 


W ſhould lead on their Thoughts 


to the glorious Views of CHRIST's Re- 
ſurre&tion and Aſcenſion, and tell them 


with what adorable Goodneſs he ſtill 


remembers his People in the Midſt of 
his Exaltation ; pleading the Cauſe. of 
ſinful” Creatures, and employing his 


Intereſt in the Court of Heaven to 


procure Life and Glory for all that be- 
lieve in him and love him. 


* John xviii. 6.-: + II. Iii. 7. $ Luke xxiii 43. 
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| We ſhould then go on to inſtruct 
them in thoſe Particulars of Obedi- 
ence by, which, the Sincerity of our 
Faith and our Love is to be approved; 
at the ſame time reminding them of 
their own Weakneſs, and telling them 
how Gop helps us by ſending his 
Holy Se1rr1r to dwell in our Hearts, 
to furniſh us for every good Word and 
Work. An important Leſſon, with- 
out attending to which our Inſtruction 
will be. vain, and' their Hearing will 
Likewile: be vain! 
3. CHILDREN ſhould be trained up 


in the Way of Obedience to their Pa- 
rents. 


Tunis is a 8 which G 0 D 


recommended from Mount $i i, by 
annexing to it a peculiar P oil 


of long Life *, a Bleſſing which 


young Perſons. greatly deſire. The 
Apoſtle therefore obferves, that *tis 
the firſt Commandment with Promiſe F, 
i. e. a Command eminently remarkable 
for the Manner in which the Promiſe 
is adjoined. And-*tis certainly a wiſe 
_ Conſtitution of Providence that gives 
ſo much to Parental Authority, eſpe- 


* Exod..xx. 12, t Eph. vi. 2. 
cially 
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cially while Children are in their youn- 
ger Years, their Minds being then in- 
capable of judging and acting for 
themſelves in Matters of Importance. 
Children ſhould therefore be early 
taught and convinced by Scripture, 
that Gop has committed them into 
the Hands of their Parents, and conſe- 


to their Parents, is a part of the Du 
they owe to Go p, and Diſobedience 


Parents ſhould by no means indulge 
their Children in a direct and reſolute 
Oppoſition to their Will in Matters of 
greater or ſmaller Moment; remem- 


bering that* 4 Child left to himſelf brings 


b hi arents to ſhame, and himſelf to ruin, 


7 and that with regard to Subjection as 


5 well as Affliction , it is good for a 
Man to bear the Yoke in his Youth. © 

4. CHiLDREN ſhould be trained up 
- in the Way of Benevolence and Kind- 
neſs to all. tuen 

ſe THe great Apoſtle tells us, that Love 
ſe is the fulfilling of the Law 8, and that 
all thoſe Branches of it which relate to 


Prov. xxix. 15. + Lam. iii. 22. 5 Rom. 
121 7% IS X 


quently that Reverence and Obedience 


o them, is Rebellion againſt him. And 


our Neighbour are comprehended in 


that 
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122) | 
that one Word, Love. This Love 
therefore we ſhould endeavour to teach 
them, and we ſhall find that in many 
Inſtances it will be 4 Lawito itſelf, and 
guide them right in many particular 
Actions, the Obligations to which may 
depend on Principles of Equity, which 
lye far beyond the reach of their feeble 
Underſtandings. There is hardly an 
Inſtruction relating to our Duty more 
happily adapted to the Capacity of 
Children, than that golden Law, (ſo 
important to all of the matureſt Ag 7 
 Whatſeever , ye would that others 1 
do unto you, do ye fo. unto them *;' 7 
Rule we; ſhoula teach them, ad by 
this ſhould examine their Actions. 
From their Cradles we ſhould often 
inculcate it upon them, that a. great 
deal of Religion conſiſts in doing good; 
that the Wiſdom from above is full of 
Mercy and good Fruits f; and that every 
Chriſtian /bould do good unto all as be bas 
: opportunity §. 

mr, ſuch Inſtructions may be 
ebene to them, we ſhould endea- 
vour by all prudent Methods to ſoften 
their Hearts to Sentiments of Kae 


7 * Mat. vii. mY "+ Jam, ili. 0 $ Gal vi. 10 
. ; nity 
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nity and Tenderneſs, and guard a- 
gainſt every thing that would haye' a 
contrary Tendency. We ſhbuld re- 
move from them as much as poſſible 
all kinds of cruel and bloody Specta- 
cles, and ſhould carefully diſcourage 
any thing barbarous in their Treat- 
ment of brute Creatures, by no means 
allowing them to ſport themſelves in 
the Death or Pain of domeſtick Ani- 
mals, but rather teaching them to treat 
the poor Creatures kindly, and take 
Care of them: the contrary to which 
dis a moſt deteſtable Sign of a ſavage 
sand malignant Diſpoſition. The mer- 
y I ciful Man regardeth the Liſe of bis 
18. Beaſt *. 7 5 
en W x ſhould likewiſe take Care to 

at teach them the Odiouſneſs and Folly 
1; of a ſelfiſh Temper and encourage 
of M them in a Willingneſs to impart to 
'y others, what is agreeable and enter- 
a; taining to themſelves : . Eſpecially we 
ſhould endeavour to form them to 
de Sentiments of Compaſſion for the 
a- Poor. We ſhould ſhew them where 
en Gop has ſaid, Bleſſed is the Man that 
a. conſidereth the Poor; the LoRDp will re- 


© Prov. i. 10. 


7 | 
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member him in the 25 Trouble“ 
He that giveth to the Poor, lendeth t 
the Los p, and that which he lendeth, he 
will repay bim again 7. And we ſhould 
ſhew them by our own Practice, that 
we verily believe theſe Promiſes to be 
true, and important. It might not be 
improper ſometimes to make our Chil- 
dren the Meſſengers by which we ſend 
fome ſmall Supply to the Indigent and 
Diſtrefled, and if they di Cover a 


Diſpoſition to give ſomething out 


of the little Stock we allow them 


to call their own, we ſhould joyfully 


encourage it, and ſhould take Care 
that they never loſe by their Charity, 
bur that in a prudent manner we a- 


| bundantly repay it: Tis hardly to be 


imagin'd that Children thus brought 
up ſhould, in the advance of Life, prove 


- injurious and oppreſſive ; they will ra- 
ther be the Ornaments of Religion and 


Bleſſings to the World, and proba- 
Le! will be in the Number of the 
laſt whom Providence will ſuffer to 


want. 


5. CHILDREN ſhould be train*d up 


in the Way of Diligence. 


Tg Pl. xli. I. + Prov. xix. 17. 


Tris 


e 
. Tuis ſhould undoubtedly be our 
ol Care, if we have any regard either to 
the Welfare of their Bodies or their 
Souls. In whatever Station of Life they 
may at length be fixed, it is certain 
e there is little Proſpect of their acquitting 
themſelves with Uſefulneſs, Honour and 
Advantage, without a cloſe and reſo- 
lute Application; whereas the wiſeſt 
of Princes and of Men has faid, ; Sez/# 
thou 4 Man diligent in bis Buſi neſs, 
ſhall ſtand before Kings, he ſpall not 155 
before mean Men. And it is evident, 
that a diligent Proſecution of Buſineſs 
keeps one out of the Way of a thou- 
ſand Temptations which Idleneſs feems * 
to invite, leading a Man' into number- 
leſs Inſtances of Vice and Folly, be- 
cauſe he has nothing elſe to do +. 

A PRUDENT and religious Parent 
will therefore be concerned, that his 
Children may not early contract ſo 
pernicious a Habit, nor enter upon 
Life, like Perſons that have no Buſineſs 
in i, bus: to a fe the Sages ah ſtand 
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(26) 
in the Way of thoſe who are better 
employed. Inſtead of ſuffering them 
to faunter about from Place to Place, 
(as abundance of young People do, to 
no imaginable purpoſe of Uſefulneſs, or 
even of Entertainment) he will quickly 
aſſign them ſome Employment for their 
Time: an Employment ſo moderated 
and ſo diverſified, as not to overwhelm MW «< 
and fatigue their tender Spirits “; yet 
ſufficient to keep them wakeful and ac- W 
tive, Nor is this To difficult as ſome. MW a 
may imagine; for Children are a buſy « 
kind of Creatures, naturally fond of! 
learning new Things, and trying, and « 
ſhewing what they can do. So that, 
I am perſuaded, were perfect Inactivity ſ «« 
| to be impoſed upon them as a Penance, iſ «« 
but for one Hour, they would be hear- 


tily weary of it, and could be glad to in 

4 ſeek their Refuge from it, m almoſt any 
© Buſineſs you would think fit to employ on 
them about. 5 | Pa 
THrvs ſhould they be diſciplined inf we 


their Infant Years, ſhould early be obj 
taught the Value of Time, and early ind 


| | Gu; 

Nec ſum adeo AEtatum imprudens ut inflandun tha 
teneris protinus acerbe putem, exigendamgue 1 A 
nam Operam Luſus hic fit, &c. Quit | 


Orat, Lib. 1. Cap. 4. 
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1 (27) 
accuſtomed to improve it, till they 
grow fit for ſome Calling in Life; in 
which they ſhould at length be placed 
with this important Maxim deeply in- 
graven upon their Minds, That full 
« employ in whatever Service they are 
« fixed, is a Thing by no Means to 
« be dreaded, but on the contrary 
&« greatly to be deſired.T 

LSHALL conclude this Head with 
the mention of a very remarkable Law 
amongſt the Athenians, which ordained, 


. NW Po 


That thoſe who, had been hrought 
fi © upto no E mploy by their-Parents, 
ad < ſhould not be obliged to keep them 
„ if they came to want in their old 
y Age; which all other (legitimate) 
e, Children were “.“ 


6. Cu pREV ſhould be grained * 
in the Way of Integrity. 


Simplicity and godly Sincerity ＋ is not 


Y 

only a very amiable, but, an, eſſential 
Part of the Chriſtian Character, and 

in we are every one of us. indifpenſably 

de obliged to approve our * eee 

ri} indeed, in whoin there is no allowed 


Cuile F. And this is a Circumſtance 
that will peculiarly require our Regard, 


* Potter's Arch. Græc. V. 1. p. 142, 
i 2 Cor. i. 12, $ John i. 47. 
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- grieved and diſpleaſed. When ſo ſo- 
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in the Education of our Children, and 


of all young Perſons under our Care. 

Ir is very melancholy to obſerve 
how ſoon the Artifices and Deceits of 
corrupt Nature begin to diſcover them- 
ſelves. In this reſpe& we are Tran/- 
greſſors from the Womb, and go aſtray 


almoſt as ſoon as we are born, ſpeaking 


Lies“. Great Care therefore ſhould 


be taken to form the Minds of Chil- 


dren to a Love for Truth and Can- 
dour, and a Senfe of the Meanneſs, as 
well as the Guilt of a Lye.” We ſhould 
be cautious that we do not expoſe them 


to any Temptations of this Kind, ei- 


ther by unreaſonable Severities, on Ac- 
count of little Faults, or by haſty 


Surprizes when enquiring into any 


Matter of Fact, which it may ſeem 


their Intereſt to diſguiſe by a Falſhood : 
and when we find them guilty of a 
known and deliberate Lye, weſhould 


; expreſs our Horror of it, not only by 
a a preſent Reproof or Correction, but 


by ſuch a Conduct towards them for 
ſome time afterwards, as may plainly 
ſhew them how greatly we are amazed, 


* Pſal. viii. Jo 5 
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lemn a Buſineſs is made of the firſt. 
Faults of this Kind, it may be a. means 
of preventing many more, 1 
I WII farther add, that we ought 
not only thus ſeverely to animadvert 
upon a direct Lye, but likewiſe, in a 
proper Degree; to diſcourage all kinds 
of Equivocations and double Mean- 
ings, and thoſe little Tricks and Ar- 
tifices by which they may endeavour to 
impoſe on each other, - or on thoſe that 
are older-than themſelves. We ſhould 
often inculcate upon them that excellent 
Scripture, * He that. walketh uprightly 
walketh furely, but he that perverteib bis 
ay, (that twiſts and diſtorts it with the 
Ferplexities of Artifice and  Deceit) 
y ſhall at length be known. Be ſhewing 
a | them every Day how eaſy, how plea- 
: fant, how honourable, / and how ad- 
a vantageous it is to maintain a. fair, 
4 open, honeſt Temper z and, on the 
other Hand, what Folly, there is in 
it Cunning andDiſhoneſty in all its Forms; 
or and how certain it is that by ſtudying 
ly and practiſing it, they take the feadieſt 
Way to make themſelves, anxious and 
uſeleſs, infamous and odious. Above 


* Proy. x. 9. WPYD ( Utz) hue illue ſe 
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all, ſhould we remind them that 2he 
righteous Lo p loveth Righteouſneſs, and 
bis favourable Countenance bebolds the 


upright *, but lying Lips are ſuch an Abo- 


mination to him ; that he expreſly de- 
clares all Liars ſhall have their Part in 
the Lake that burneth with Fire and 
Brimſtone 8. | 
. CH1LDREN ſhould be trained up 
' in the Way of Humility, 
Tuts is a Grace which our Logp 
particularly invites us to learn of him, 
and moſt frequently recommends to 
us; well knowing that without it, ſo 
humbling a Scheme as he came to in- 
troduce, would never meet with a wel- 
come Reception. And with regard to 


the preſent Life, tis a moſt lovely 


Ornament, which engages univerſal 
Eſteem and Affection, io that before 
Homu is Humility t: On the whole we 
find, He that exalteth himſelf is abaſed, 
and he that humbleth a is || exalted 
both by Gop and Man. 1180 

A REGARD» therefore to the Eaſe, 
Honour and Happineſs of our Chil- 
dren, © ſhould. engage us to an early 
endeavour of checking that Pride 
pfl. 2. 7. f Prov. xi. 22. f Rev. Xl. 8. 
$ Prov. xii. 33. J Mat. xxiil. 12. 19225 
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which was the firſt Sin and the Ruin of 
our Natures, and diffuſes its ſelf fo 
wide and ſinks ſo deep,. into all that 
draw their Original from degenerate 
Adam. We ſhould teach them to ex- 
preſs Humility and Modeſty in their 
Converſe with all. ” 
Tur ſhould be taught to treat 
their  $uperiors with peculiar . Reſpect, 
and ſhould at proper Seaſons ng ac- 
cuſtomed to Silence and Reſerve be- 
fore them. Hence they will learn in 
ſome Degree the Government of the 
Te ongue z a Branch of Wiſdom, which, 
in — advance of Life, will be of 
great Importance, to the Quiet of 
others, and. to their own, Comtort and 
Reputation. 

Non ſhould, they be allowed to af- 
fame Airs, of Inſolence towards their 
Equals, but rather be taught to yield, 
ro: oblige, and to give up their. right 
for the ſake of Peace. To this pur- 

poſe. I cannot: but Think it deſirable, 
wa they ſhould; be generally accuf- 
tomed to treat each Other with thoſe 
Forms of Civility and Complaiſance, 
which are uſual among, well-bred, Peo- 
ple, in their Rank of Life. I know 
u . N meer T rifles: in them- 

A C + _ ſelves, 
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ö ſelves, yet they are the Out- guards of 
Humanity and Friendſhip, and effec- 
tually prevent many a rude Attack, 
which taking its riſe from ſome little 
Circumſtance, may nevertheleſs be at- 
tended with fatal Conſequences. 1 
thought it proper to mention this here, 
becauſe, as Scougal very juſtly and ele- 
gantly expreſſes it, “ theſe Modes are 
<« the Shadows of Humility, and ſeem 
„intended to ſhew our (Regard. for 
others, and the low Thoughts we 
<« have of our ſelves*,” 

I HALL only add farther, that it is 
great Imprugence and Unikindneſs to 
Children,” to indulge them in a haughty 
and imperious Behàviouf towards thoſe 

Who are moſt their Inferiours. They 
ſhould made to underſtand that 
the Servants of the Family are not 
their Servants; nor to be under their 
Government and Controul. I the ra- 
ther inſiſt upon this, becauſe I have 
general if obſerved, that: where young 
People have been permitted to tyran- 
nize over Perſons in the loweſt: Cir- 
cumſtances of Life, the Humour has 
Samen yon wy __—_ lim it 
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has diffuſed Inſolence and Arrogande 
through their Behaviour to all about 


them. 


ed up in the Way of Self- Denial. 

As without ſomething of this Tein; 
per we can never follow CHRIST, 
or expect to be owned by him as his 


Diſciples 3 ſo neither indeed can we 


paſs comfortably through the World. 
For, whatever unexperienced Youth 
may dream, a'great many diſtaſteful 
and mortifying Circumſtances will 
occur in Life e, which will unhinge our 
Minds almoſt e Hour, if we can- 


not manage, and in many Inſtances 


deny our Appetites, our Paſſions, and 
our Humours. We ſhould therefore 


endeavour to teach our Children this 


important Leſſon - betimes; and if 
we ſucceed in our Care we. ſhall 
leave them abundantly Richer and 
Happier, in this Rule and Poſſeſſion of 
their own Spirits, than the moſt 
plentiful Eſtates, or the moſt unli- 
mited Power over others could make 
them: 
Wuuxgn a rational Creature be- 
comes the Slave of Appetite, he ſinks 
beneath the a of the human 
| 5 


Laſtly, CnIIDbREN ſhould be crains 
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Nature, 
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Nature, As welb as the Sanity of 
the Cht iſt ian Profeſſion. Fis there- 
fore obſervable, that when the Apoſ- 
tle: mentiòns the three grand Branches 
of Practical Religion, he puts So- 
briety in the Front; perhaps to inti- 
mate, that where that is neglected the 
others cannot be ſuitably regarded. 
Me Grace of Gop, (4. e. the Goſ- 


« pel) teaches us to: live Soberly, Righ- 


«© z7%ly-and Godly*.** Children there- 
fore as well as young Men, ſhould be 
exborted tou be ſober minded f: and they 
( ould be taught it by early Self- De- 
nial. It is certain, that if their own 
Appetite and Taſte were to determine 

* the Kind! and Quantity of their Food, 
many of them would quickly ' deſtroy 
their Conſtitution, and perhaps their 
Lives; ſince they have often the great- 
eſt Deſire for thoſe Things, which are 
the moſt irnproper. And it ſeems juſt- 
Ay uobſerved by a very Wiſe Man, 
5 ho was himſelf a melancholy In- 
ance: of it, That the Fondneſs of 

« "Mothers for their Children, in let- 
ting them eat and drink what they 
< will; lays a Foundation for mot of 
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(35) 
« theſe Calamities in human Life, 


which proceed from bodily Indiſ- 


et poſition *,” Nay, Iwill add; that 
Dis the part of Wifd dom and Love not 
only to deny what would be unwHOle- 
ſome, but to guard againſt indulging 
them in too great a Nicety, either of 
Food or De People of Senſe can- 
not but ſee, if abby would pleaſe to 
confider* it, chat to know how to fare 

lainly and ſometimes a little hardly, 

rries a Man with Eaſe and 'Pleafure 
through many Circumſtances of Life, 
which to Luxury and: Delichey would 
be almoſt intolerable; - © 

Tu Government of the Paſſions is 
another Branch of Self-Denial, to which 
Children! ſhould! early, be kabituated; 
and ſo much che rather; becauſe, in 
an Age when Reaſon is ſo weak, the 
Paſſions are apt to appear with pecu- 
liar Force and Violence, A prudent 
Care ,ſhould therefore be taken to re- 
preſs. the Exorbitancies of them. For 
which i purpoſe? tis "of great Impor- 
tance, that they never be ſüfferel to 
carry any Point, by Obſtinacy, Noiſe 
and Clamour, which is indeed to be- 


Barer, Pngleel Works, V. 3. p. 746 
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(36) 
ſtow a Reward on a Fault that deſerves 
a ſevere Reprimand. Nay, I will ven- 
ture to add, that though it be very 
inhuman. to take Pleaſure in making 
them uneaſy: by needleſs Mortifieatiohs, 
yet when they are eagerly, and intem- 
perately deſirous of a "Trifle, they 
ought, for that very Reaſon, ſome- 
times to be denied it, to teach them 
more Moderation for the future. And 
if by ſuch Methods, they gradually learn 
to conquer their little Humours and 
Fancies, they learn no inconſiderable 
Branch of true Fortitude and Wiſ- 
dom. I cannot expreſs this better than 
in the Words of Mr. Locke *, in his 
excellent Treatiſe on the Subject before 


us; „He that has found Ou the Way | 
« to keep a Child's Spirit eaſy, active 


« and free, and yet at the ſame time, 
« to reſtrain him from many Things 
« which he hasa mind to, and draw 
40 him to thi gs uhealy. to him, has 
40 got the true Secret of Education.“ 


f 4 
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. * 


i I nave ſometimes been ſurprized to 
ſee how far a Senſe of Honour and 


| Praiſe has carried ſome Children of a 


generous Temper, in a long and reſo- 
e Locke on Educati . 1 7 IEG 
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A, 
lute Courſe of Self-Denial. But un- 

doubtedly the nobleſt Principle of all 
is a Senſe of Religion. Happy would 
it indeed beg: if they were led to {ke 

that there is but very little in theſe 
kind of Gratifications and Indulgences; 
that the World itſelf is but a poor 
empty Trifle ; and that the great Thing 
a rational Creature ſhould be concerned 
about, is to pleaſe, Gop, and get well 
to Heaven. Kay Divine Grace teach 
us this important Leſſon for ourſelves, 
that we may tranſmit it with the greater 
Advantage to our Children! Amen. 
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Win up 4 Child in the Way 21 
ſpauld. Zo, and when” he i old 
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flection to every faithful Miniſter of 
the Goſpel, chat the Cauſe in which born 
he is engaged, is the moſt benevolentY joice if 
well as the, moſt religious; ſubſer- 
ing the Glory of Gop by promoting 
he Happineſs of Mankind. It mult 
de a great Satisfaction to a Man o 
ntegrity and Humanity, to thin ceed 
That it is not his Buſineſs to dazzle Sge 
End confound his Hearers with the gumer 
Artifices of Speech, to give the Ap. ous Ca 
eue of Truth to Falſhood, and] Ax 
Importance to Trifles; but to reach tinctly 
them to weigh: Things in an impartialſitſelf 5; 
Ballance, and by the Words of Trutiſ fon to 
and Soberneſs, to lead them into tha that 8 
Paths of Wiſdom and of Goodneſs. ¶ tance. 
2 Tar - 
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ITuI8 i is a Satisfaction which 1 pecu- 
lady find this Day, while I am urging 
you to that religious Care in the E- 
ducation of Children, which'T have at 
large opened in the former Diſcourſe, 
And *tis-a Circumſtance of additional 
Pleaſure that lam pleading the Cauſe 
of the weak and the helpleſs; of little 
tender Creatures who are incapable of 
pleading for themſelves, and know not 
how much their Intereſt! is concerned. 
Nor am 1 without a fecret Hope, that 
if the Divine Spirit favour: us with 
his Aſſiſtance, ſome who are yet un- 
born, may have eternal Reaſon to re- 
Joice in the Fruits of what you are now 
to hear. Amen. © Na 

HAvINxG already e wt 
deſcribe the Way in which Children 
are to be trained up; 1 now Pre- 
ceed | 

SECONDLY, To rows ſome. Ar- 
guments to engage — enn P- 
ous Care. 

Anp here I wouldie entrest you dir. 
tinctly to conſider, that the Attempt 
itſelf is pleaſant; you have great Rea- 
ſon to hope it may be ſucceſsful ; and 
that Succels is of the higheſt Impor- 
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I. TAE Attempt itſelf is plea- P 
ſant. F . 7 28537 fee 
I spEAk not meerly of the Plea- Boy 
ſure ariſing from a Conſciouſneſs of 
diſcharging preſent Duty, and a pro- an 
bable View of future Succeſs z ſuch a 
Satisfaction may attend thoſe Actions le 
which are in themſelves moſt painful and 
and mortify ing. But I refer to the I h 
Entertainment immediately flowing Th. 
from the Employment itſelf, when IS 
rightly managed. This is undoubt- , 
edly one of thoſe Jays of Wiſdom ubich ¶ fon 
are Ways of Pleaſanineſs as well as «fi... 
Path, which in its Conſequences i, 1 
Peace and /Happineſs *: Tig a Com- 
mandment, in keeping of which there i; « 
great \Reward Þ. Pf. 
Tux Gop of Nature has wiſely an- 
nexed a ſecret unutterable Delight, toſ for t 
all our regular Cares for the Im- 0 
2 of our riſing: Offspring. N perſi 
We rejoice to ſee our tender Plants fepe 
* flouriſh, to obſerve how the Stock i 
ſtrengthens, and the Bloſſoms and the Del 
Leaves ſucceſſively unfold. We trace, 


7 


with a gradually .advancing Pleaſure, To 
their eaſy Smiles, the firſt Efforts offi Th. 


. 
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Speech on their ſtammering Tongues, 
and the Dawnings of Reaſon in their 
feeble Minds. Tis a delightful Of- 
fice to cultivate and aſſiſt opening Na- 
ture “, to lead the young Strangers into 
a new World, and to infuſe the Prin- 
ciples of any uſeful kind of Know- 
ledge, which their Age may admit, 
and their Circumſtances require. But 
when we attempt to raiſe their 
Thoughts to the great FATHER OP 
SPIRITS, to preſent them as in the 
Arms of Faith, to Jzsus the compaſ- 
ſionate Shepherd, and teach them to 
enquire after him, when we endea- 
vour to inſtruct them in the Princi- 
ples of Divine Truth, and form them 
to Sentiments of Prudence, Integrity 

and Generoſity, we find a Pleaſure 
ſuperiour to what any other Labour 
for their Improvement can. give. 
Ox this Occa ſion, it my. F riends, 8 1 
perſuade myſelf I may appeal to the 
repeated Experience of many amongſt 
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e Delightful Task! to rear the tender Thought, 
„Io teach the young Idea how to ſhoot, | 
70 pour the:freſh/Infiruttion o'er the Mind, 

1 — — pl. 
Te generous Purpoſe in the glowing Breaſt. 
„ * Wm. Spring, Pp. 57. 
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u. Do you not find that the ſweeteſt 
Truths of Chriſtianity, which are your 
Hope and your Joy in this Houſe of 
your Pilgrimage, are peculiarly ſweet 
when you talk them over with your 
Children ? Do you not find that your 
Inſtructions and Admonitions to them 
return into your own. Boſom with a 


rich encreaſe of Edification and Re- 


freſhment ? Thus: while you are wa- 
tering theſe Domeſtick Plantations, you 
are watered alſo your ſelves ; and from 
' theſe holy Converſes with your Chil- 


dren, you riſe to more endearing Com · 


munion with your, heavenly. Father, 
Gop by his Spirit viſiting your Souls 
in the midſt of thoſe pious Cares, and 
giving you immediate Comfort and 
Strength, as a Token of his gracious 
Acceptance, and perhaps as a Pledge 
of future Succeſs. . This leads: me to 

urge the religious Education of Chil- 


dren! ::::< ( 
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ini t onen 2 
IT. By the Probability there is that 
it will be attended with ſuch Succeſs, 
as to be the means of making them wil: 
..! — — 
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Tr1s is the Argument urged by 
Solomon in the Text, Train up a Child 
in the May in which he ſhould go, and 
when he is old he will not depart from 
it. Being early initiated into the right 
Way, he will rather purſue it with 
encrea ſing Pleaſure ; ſo that with re- 
gard to the Proſperity of the Soul, as 
well as of the Body, his Path will be 
like the Morning Light, which ſhines 
more and more until the perfeft 
ö 72 

T is true this Aſſertion is to be un- 
derſtood with ſome Limitation, as ex- 
preſſing the Probability, rather that 
the Certainty of the Succeſs, otherwiſe 
Experience would contradict it in ſome 
melancholy Inſtances, Would to Gop 
there were none untractable under 
the moſt pious and prudent Methods 
of Education; none who like deaf 
Adders ſtop their Ears againſt the 
Voice of the moſt fkilful Charmers; 
and have been accuſtomed to do it 
from their Infaney! Would to Gop 
there: were none of thoſe who appear- 
ed to ſet out well, and ſeemed eager 
of enquiring the. Way in Sion with their 


N Prov. iv. 188 
Fg ö Faces 


Calling muſt you then purſue ? The: 
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Faces thitherward*, who have forgot. 1 
ten the Guides of their Youth and tb tage 
Covenant of their Gop r, and are to chis 
this Day wandering in the Paths of 2! 
the Deſtroyer, if they are not already 
fallen in them! But do you throw by nfl; 
every Medicine which ſome have uſed 
without being recovered by it, or de- 
cline every Profeſſion, of which there 
are ſome who do not thrive ? What 
Remedy muſt you then take; what 


Application is obvious. It would be 
Folly to pretend to maintain that reli- 
gious Education will certainly obtain 
its End; but let me entreat you to 
conſider, that it is in its own Nature a 
very rational Method, that it is the 
Method which Gop has appointed, and 
a Method which in many Inſtances has 
been found ſucceſsful. Attend ſeri- 
oufly to theſe Remarks, and then judge 
whether Prudence and Conſcience will 
not oblige you to purſue it. 
1. Tax religious Education of Chil- 
dren 1s a very rational Method of en- 
gaging them to walk in the Way in 
which they: ſhould go. 


5 * ſer. . 5. n + Prov. ii. 17 
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Tuknx is the moſt evident Advan- 
tage attending our early Attempts of 
this kind, that we ſhall find the Mind 
more open and diſengaged, not tainted 
with all thoſe corrupt Principles, nor 
enſlaved to thoſe irregular Habits, 
which they would probably imbibe 
and contract in the Advance of Age. 

hough the Paper on which we would 


Inſcription and deep Blot, with which 
it would ſoon be covered. Though the 


Fruits of Holineſs be not free from 
Weeds, yet many of them are but as 
It were in the inviſible Seed, and the reſt 
are not grown up to that luxuriant Size, 


ion be omitted or delayed. . 

Ir is a farther Aman which 
deſerves to be mentioned here, that 
nfancy and Childood is the moſt im- 
rrefible Age, and as Principles are then 


rmly. retained, The Ancients, thoſe 
adicious Obſervers of human Nature, 
iS well. as many Modern Writers, are 
ull of this Remark in their Diſcourſes 
Dn Education, and illuſtrate it by a 

- great 


write the Knowledge of Gop be not 
intirely fair, *tis.clear of many a foul 


arden in which we would plant the 


hich we muſt expect if due Cultiva- 


oſt eaſily admitted, ſo they are moſt 


O7 - 
great many beautiful Alluſinns, which gi 
are well known. e's gro 

Taz new Veſſel takes a laſtinſh. 1 
Tincture from the Liquor which cc ; 
firſt poured in“. The ſoft Clay ß x 
eaſily faſhioned into what form yon 
pleaſe 7; the young Plant may be c 
bent with a gentle Hand, and the. u 
Characters engraved on the tender cc -} 
Bark grow deeper and larger with 
the advancing Tree g. It will be out 
Wiſdom to {ſeize theſe: golden Oppor: 
tunities, and ſo much the rather, as it 
is certain they will either be improved 
or perverted; and that if they ar: 
not preſſed into the Service of Reli. 


7 Ono ſeneleſt imbuta recens ſarvabit odoren 
-  Fefta diu. Hor, Ep. Lib. 2. Ne. 2. v. 69, 70 
+ Udum & molle Lutum es. Nunc nunc prope 
| ' randus & atri » + | | 
Figendus fine Fine Rota. Perl. Sat. III. v. 22, 2j 
Fr Natura tenaciſſtmi ſumus eorum que tt 
dibus Annis percipimus : ut ſapor quo nova inbudi 
durat : nec Lanarum Calores quibus fimplex ill 
 Candor mutatus eft elui poſſunt. | 
3,008." ot. We INC C 
Ut Corpora ad quoſdam Membrorum Flexi 
Formari niſi tenera non puſſunt fic AnimY1 
guogue ad plerague dutiores Robur ipſum fatit 
Ibid | 


[ Bater's Works, p. 636. 
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grous Artillery againſt it“. 
Bur you will ſay, “ with all theſe 


« our Children, and after all our Pre- 
« cautions, corrupt Nature will prevent 
« us, and fix a wrong Biaſs on the Mind, 
« before we can attempt to direct it 
«| gright.” A mournful, but too evi- 
dent Truth ! which, far from denying 
or ſuppreſſing, I would often declare 
and inculcate; and the rather now, as 
ir greatly confirms my Argument. 
Are the Influences of a degenerate Na- 
ture unavoidably ſo ſtrong, and will 

you ſuffer them to be confirmed by 

theſe additional Advantages? Do you 
0 1 that running will be Poot- 
nen you ſhall be in danger of fainting, 
; and do you for that very Reaſon chuſe 
to contend with the — Lou 
cannot ſure, in the face of ſo much 
Reaſon and Scripture, urge this as an 
Excuſe 


„at all of this Kind; and how then is 
it an Apology for the neglect of thoſe, 


ra ſunt. Quinct. Ov. 1. 1. 
Jer. xi. 5. 


n they will be employed as dange- ; 


« advantageous Circumſtances we can- 
e not infuſe Grace into the Hearts of 


againſt making any Attempts 


* Hat ipſa magis ou naciter harent que pe- 


which 
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which are (other Things being equal) de 
the moſt rational and eaſy ? But the yi 
| trifling Plea is more cTANOGy ſilenced, cal 
. by obſervingg . is ! 
| 2. Tax religious Education of Chil. to 
dren is a Method which Gop has ap- do 
inted; and that greatl encreaſes the are 
Probability of its Succeſs. Ch 

I A8$SUREDLY know, (and may Gop of 
more deeply engrave it on our Hearts) der 
that with regard to your Labours a ge 
well as ours, neither is be that Nlantetbꝰ M: 
any. Thing, nor be that watereth, but ſer 
= that giveth the increaſe. But con- N u pe 

| fider, I beſeech you, how that increaſe to 
is to be hoped for; is it: in the Omil-W Rat 
| ſion,or 1 in the Uſe of preſcribed Means? I be 
urge it on your Conſciences, my F riends, N 750 
that religious Education is an Ordinance dre 
of God, which, therefore you may in: 
reaſonably hope he will honour with 1 by | 
Blefling. And you might as juſtly ex-W ang 
pect, that your Souls,ſhould flouriſh in ot 
an unneceſſary Abſence from the Ta. thy 
ble and Houſe of the Lord, or an ha · ¶ car 
| bityal neglect of Reading and Prayer, me: 
as that your Children ſhould. grow up dre: 


for God, while za fail in "Fu En- 
IS: 5 


1 Err. iii. 7. | 
g 464700 
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deavours to engage them in his Ser- |. 
vice. I repeat it again; religious Edu- Hl 
cation is an Ordinance of Gop. And 1 
is it a Work of Labour and Difficulty 
to prove the Aſſertion? Which of you 
does not know, that Chriſtian Parents | 
are ſolemnly charged to bring up their 
Children in tbe Nurture and Admonition 
ef the Lon p“; and that, even un- 
der the Moſaick CEconomy, Gop ur- 
ged it on his People in a very affecting 
Manner? Surely you muſt have ob- 
ſerved, how ſtrictly Gop charges it 
upon the 7ews to take all Opportunities 
to this purpoſe, occaſional as well as 
-W ſtated. Theſe F Words which Icommand 
I thee this Day ſball be in thine Heart; and 
„bo ſhalt teach them diligently io thy Chil- 
© dren, and. talk of them when thou fitteſt 
i thine Houſe, and when thou walkeſt 
iſ by the Way, and when thou lieſt down, 


and when thou riſeſt up. Andelſewhere” 
nm bon g. ſhalt teach them to thy Sons, and 
„thy Som Sons. Plainly recommending a 
care of more remote, as well as im- 
, mediate Deſcendants, of Grand-Chil- 
PW dren as well as Children. Thus || when 


* Eph. vi.“ 4. Þ Deut. vi. 6, 7. Deut · iv. 9, 
| Pal, IXxviii. 57 6. . 
D Gop 


HG 


(50) | 
Gop eſtabliſhed a Teſtimony in Jacob, 
and appointed 2 Law in Ijrael, he 
commanded the Fathers that they ſhould 
make them known unto their Children; 
that the Generation to come might know 


them, #ven the Children that ſhould be 
born, that they ſhould ariſe and — 
them to their Children; that ſo Religion 
might be tranſmitted to every riſing 
Age. You cannot be ignorant of ſuch 
Paſſages as theſe, which need no Com- 
ment to explain them, and conſequent- 
ly you cannot but know that the reli- 
gious Education of Children is a di- 


vine Inſtitution, as well as in itſelf a 


moſt rational Attempt: After which 
you will not wonder to hear 
3. Tnar it has in Fact been attended 
with very happy Succeſs. 
Wx acknowledge that the great Gon 
does not confine himſelf to work by 
this Way; and that he ſometimes diſ- 
plays his Sovereignty in vifibly turning 
out of it. We acknowledge that he 
fometimes leaves-thoſe who had been, 
as it were, born and brought up in 
his Family, to forſake it in a very 
ſcandalous Manner; while he ſo ſeems 
to go into the Territories of Satan, 
into ignorant, carnal, prophane Fa- 
; | L milies, 


* * We ö 


hend, were from 
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j 


milies, and takes from thence Perſons, 


whom he erects as Trophies of free, 
ſurprizing, and (as Mr. Howe juſtly ex- 
preſſes it) © unaccountable Grace.“ But 
you well know, that theſe are more 


tare and uncommon Caſes z and though 


ſome of you, my Friends, are (and Ihope 
you will never forget it) happy Inſtan- 
ces of the-ſingular divine Goodneſs, yet 
greater Numbers of you, as I appre- 
your Childhood 
trained up in the Knowledge of Gop, 
and are living Monuments of the Suc- 
ceſs which has attended the religious 
Care of Parents, or Maſters in this par- 
ticular. The greater Part of thoſe 
who have of late been admitted to 
your Communion have, to my certain 
Knowled 
fulneſs; and I rejoyce to think how 


many of the riſing Generation amongſt 


us, (if even a * Child may be known by 
bis doings) 


Hope that they will at length be ſet as 


Olive Plants around the Lonyp's Ta- 


ble, as well as yours. I perſuade my 
felf- it is ſo elſewhere, and think 
may pronounce it with ſome Confi- 
„ » ona 
ny D 2 


— 


dence, 


ge, mentioned it with Thanx- 


are like to encreaſe the 
Number, and give us an encouraging 


N 
dence, that the Families of God's 
Children are, generally ſpeaking, the 
Nurſeries of his Church. Solomon, no 
doubt, had obſerved that a good Edu- 
cation had generally been ſucceſsful, 
or we could by no means account for 
the Remark in the Text; and a very 
accurate Writer of our own Age and 
Nation, has carried it ſo far as to ſay, 
„ That of all Men we meet with, 
* nine parts in ten are what they are, 
good or bad, uſeful or not, accord- 
ing to their Education F.” | 

I Hor you are by this Time con- 
vinced that, humanly ſpeaking, there 
is great probability that a religious 
Education may be the effectual means 
of promoting ſerious Piety in the riſing 
Age, which was the ſecond Argument 
by which I was to recommend it, An 
Argument which may be greatly 
| frrengchned, by obſerving, | 
III. Tamar this Succeſs, which we 
may ſo reaſonably expect, is a Matter 
of very high Importance. | 

IT is of evident Importance to the 
Honour of Gor, and Support of Re- 
ligion, to the preſent and future Hap- 


A Locke on Education, 9. 1. 
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pineſs of your Children, and to your 
own Comfort both in Life and Death. 
Weighty and comprehenſive Thoughts! 
which I ſhall briefly touch “, and to 
which I beg you will renew your 
Attention. | \ 

1. Tnxk Honour of Gop, and Inte- 
reſt of a Redeemer, is greatly con- 
cerned in the Behaviour of your Chil- 
cren ; and conſequently in your Caſe 
of their Education, which 1s like to 
have ſo great an Influence upon it. 

Wr live in a dying World. Our 
Fathers where are they T? Sleeping 
in the Duſt, as we muſt ſhortly be. 
We are ſure that in a little, a very 
little while, theſe Places muſt know 
us no more, and when we are moul- 
dering in the Houſe of Silence, who 
muſt fill our Places in the Houſe of 
Gop ? Who muſt riſe up in our ſtead 
for the Support of Religion amongft 

»I omit many Things which might be aid 
on theſe Heads, becauſe I have opened them 
more largely in a Sermon on this very Subject, 
The Importance of the riſing Generation, which 
is one of thoſe Diſcourſes to young People 
which I was ſome Time ago preparing for the 


Preſs, and which, if Gop give Leave and En- 
couragement, I propoſe. ſhortly to publiſh, 


„ ch i. 5: : 
i 'S D 3 | thoſe 
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thoſe that ſucceed us? From whom 
can it be expected but from our-Chil- 
dren? Yet how can we expect it from 
theſe, in the neglect of a Method 
which comes recommended by ſo many 
advantageous Circumſtances? Ves,“ 
you will perhaps be ready to ſay, 
« Gop will take Care of his own 
« Cauſe, and Almighty Grace will do 
* what, we have not attempted, be- 
«« cauſe we knew that we could not 


_ «« accompliſh.” Almighty Grace can 


indeed do it; and Almighty Power 
can of theſe Stones on which we tread 
raiſe up Children to Abraham *. But 
thew-me your Warrant from the Word 


of Gop for expecting it, either in the 
one Caſe, or in the other. You will 


pollibly anſwer, He has promiſed to 
« be ever with his Church, and that the 
«< Gates of Hell hall not prevail a- 


<< gainſt F it, but that one Generation 


« Hall ariſe and declare bis mighty 
« Works unto another 5, and that the 
<< Kingdom of his Son ſhall con- 
« tinue as long as the Sun and tht 
& Moon endure t. Bleſſed be his 
Name for theſe encouraging Promiſes 
* Matth. iii. 9. Matth. xvi. 18. 
S Pal, xxl. 94 7 Plal ak go 
| which 
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which ſhall, no doubt, be accom- 
pliſned. But where has he engaged 
that this Kingdom ſhall always con- 
tinue amongſt ys? Such Paſſages as 
theſe will no more prove that the 
Goſpel fhall never be removed from 
Great Britain, than they would once 
have proved that it ſhould never be 
taken away from Pergamos or Thya- 
tira, or any of the other Aſian Churches, 
which have ſo many Ages ago been 
given up to Deſolation. 7 
Now let me entreat you, for a few 
Moments, to dwell upon that Thought; 
What $a" Goſpel ſhould be loſt 
from amongſt your eſcendants! 
What if in the Age of theſe little 
ones, or the next that ſhall ſucceed 
to theirs, the Houſe of the LO R D 
ſhould be forſaken, his Table aban- 
doned? What if the Miniſtry ſhould * 
be grown into Diſuſe, or the Servants 
of CHRIST in it ſhould have nothing 
to do but to bear a fruitleſs Teſti- 
mony againſt an unbelieving Genera- 
tion, till (when their Hearts are 
broken wich ſo ſad an Office) the 
Goſpel here die with them, and Re- 
ligion be buried in their Graves. Is 
it a Thought eaſily to be ſupported 
Ys 6 by 
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by a true Maelite, that the Ark of 
the Lok o ſhould thus be loſt, and Gop 
ſhout! write upon us, 1cabodj*, the fad 
Memorials of a departed Glory 

IT would furely be\peculiarly me- 
Jancholy that Religion ſhould die in 
the Hands of thoſe who were the Chil- 
dren of the Kingdom. And were not 
yours ſo. In this reſpect, my Friends, 
permit me to fay, that I am witneſs 
againſt ſome of you. When you have 
offered your Children to Baptiſm, you 
have delivered them into my Hands, 
with an expreſs Declaration of your 
ſincere Deſire, that they might be de- 
voted to Gop, and have received them 
again with a ſolemn Charge and Pro- 
miſe to bring them up for him, if their 
Lives ſhould be continued. And as 
for thoſe of you who do not practiſe 
this Inſtitution, I doubt not but many 
of you are equally faithful in dedica- 


ting your Infant Offspring to GOD. 
Ils it not then reaſonable to expect from 


both, that they ſhould be brought up 
a Seed to ſerve him? And from whom 
may we hope it if not from/you? If 


Sou have experienced the Power of 


Divine Grace upon your own Souls, 
| 1. Sam, iv. 21. 1 


and 
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and have taſted that the Loxp is gra- 
cious, methinks it ſhould awaken a 
holy Zeal to ſpread the ſweet Savour 
of his Name and Word where-ever 
you come: You ſhould labour to the 
utmoſt for the Advancement of his 
Goſpel amongſt all your Acquaintance, 
and even amongſt Strangers, how much 
more in your own Families, amon 
thoſe whom you have received from him, 
amongſt thoſe whom you have ſo ſo- 
lemnly given back to him. 

2. THe Character of your Children, 
and conſequently your Care in their 
Education, is of the moſt evident Im- 
portance to their preſent and future 
2 

NEED not ſurely employ a great 
deal of Time in proving the Truth 
of the Aſſertion. As Chriſtians you 
muſt undoubtedly own, that Godlineſs 
is profitable to all Things, having the 
Promiſe of the Life which now is, as 
well as of that which is to come. If 
your Children, a the Divine 
Bleſſing on your holy Care, become 
truly religious, they will not only be 

preſerved from thoſe Follies and 


1 Tim. iv. 8. 


D 5 Crimes, 
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Crimes, which ſtain the Honour, and 
ruin the Subſtance of Families, but 
they will ſecure a fair Reputation, they 
- will take the moſt probable Method 
to make Life truly comfortable, th 


will be entitled to the paternal Care 


and Bleſſing of Gop, and, to crown 
all, will be Heirs of eternal Glory 
with him: and what could your moſt 
prudent, faithful, tender Love wiſh for 

them as a greater, or indeed as a com- 
parable Good? On the other hand, if 
they prove vicious and profane (which 
in ſo degenerate an Age tis very pro- 
bable they may, if they have no reli- 
gious Principle to ſecure them) what 
can you expect, but their Infamy and 
Miſery in this World, and their eternal 
Deſtruction in the next? 

ON E would imagine that ſuch Con- 
ſiderations as theſe ſhould very deeply 
impreſs the Heart of a Parent, and if 
they were alone ſhould be ſufficient to 
gain the Cauſe. You who have ſo 
tender a Regard to all their temporal 
Concerns ; you that riſe early and fit 
up late that you may advance their 
Fortunes, that you may furniſh them 
with thoſe dubious and uncertain Poſ- 


ſeſſions, which may 


* 
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Curſes as they are improved or abu- 
ſed; can you bear to think that they 
may be for ever poor and miſerable? 
Surely, it ſhould cut you to the Heart 
to look on a Child and reflect, Here 
« js an Heir of eternal Miſery. Alas! 
& what am I doing for him? Prepa- 
&« ring an Eſtate? Contriving for his 
.«« preſent Convenience or Grandeur?“ 
Vain, wretched, prepoſterous Care ! 
which, to uſe a very plain Simile, is 
but like employing your ſelves in 
trimming and adorning its Cloaths, 
while the Child it ſelf were fallen into 
the Fire, and would be in Danger of 
being deſtroyed if not immediately 
lucked out. Haſten to do it with an 
arneſtneſs anſwerable to the Extre- 
mity of the Caſe, and ſo much the 
rather as the Danger is in Part owing 
to you. $3 125 Ait 
WILL not now ſay how far your 
perſonal Miſtakes in Conduct may 
have been a Snare and a Temptation to 
your Children; nor can I pretend to 
determine it. But I am confident of 
this, that they have derived from you 
a corrupt and degenerate Nature. 
Through your Veins the Original In- 
fection, which _ 11 firſt * 
Ki 0 


T6}. 
of -our Race has flowed down to them, 
And is not this an affecting Thought, 
and ought it not to quicken you to 
attempt their Relief? * 
Da. Tillotſon ſets this in a ve 
moving Light.“ When a Man has 
c by Treaſon tainted his Blood and 
« forfeited his Eſtate, with what Grief 
„ and Regret does he look on his 
« Children, and think of the Injury 
« he has done to them by his Fault; 
& and how ſolicitous is he before he 
« die to petition the King for Favour 
« to his Children! How earneſtly does 
„ he charge his Friends to be careful 


« of them, and kind to them!” We 


are thoſe Traitors. Our Children have 
derived from us a tainted Blood, a for- 
feited Inheritance. How tenderly 


ſhould we pity them! How ſolicitouſly 


ſhould we exert ourſelves to prevent 
their Ruin! Mr. Flavel expreſſes the 
Thought ftill more patherically. 
« + Should I bring the Plague, into 
* my Family, and live to fee all my 
poor Children lie dying by the 
„Walls of my Houſe, if I had not 


* Tillotſon, Vol. I. Sermon III. 5. 544 


+ Have / Husb. ſpir. p. 260. 
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« the Heart of a Tyger ſuch a Sight 


« would melt my very Soul,” And 


ſurely, I may add, were there a So- 


vereign Antidote at Hand, perhaps 


an Antidote I had my ſelf uſed, ſhould 


I not direct them to it, and urge 


them to try it, I ſhould be ſtill more 


ſavage and criminal. The Applica- 
tion is eaſy, The Lo RD deeply im- 
preſs it on your Souls, that your dear 
Children may not die eternally, of the 
malignant Plague they have taken from 
ou! bs rote 
. Tx1s is one Conſideration which 
ſhould certainly *add a great deal of 
Weight to. the Argument I am now 
upon. I will conclude the Head with 
the mention of another. I mean the 
peculiar Advantages which you their 
Parents have for addreſſing your ſelves 
tothem, You who have known them 
from their Infancy, are beſt acquainted 
with their Temper and Manner of 
thinking; you who are daily with 
them may watch the moſt tender 
Moments, the moſt favourable Oppor- 


tunities of pleading with them; your 
melting Affection for them, will ſug- 


geſt the moſt endearing Sentiments and 
Words on ſuch Occaſions; their Obli- 
<0 . gations 
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gations to you, and Love for you 
will probably diſpoſe them to attend 
with the greater Pleaſure to what you |} ©. 
may ſay; or your Authority over 4 
them, your Power of Correction, and 
a Senſe of their Dependance upon you : 
in Life, may prevent much of that | « 
Oppoſition and Contempt, which from 0 
perverſe Tempers, others might ex- 
pect; eſpecially if they were not ſup- y 
ported by your Concurrence in their t. 
Attempts to inſtruct W your 1. 
Children. 
On the whole then, fince your te 
Obligations and your Encourage- I F 
| ments to attempt the Work are o fl Y 
i peculiar, I may reaſonably hope you d. 
| will allow its due Wight to this ſe- bi 
cond Conſideration, that the Charac- th 
ter and Conduct of your Children, tic 
and conſequently your Care in their the 
Education, is of the higheſt Importance Pr 
to their preſent and future Happineſs. of 
J add once more, 7 | He 
3. Ir is of great Moment to your wil 
_ own Comfort both in Life and in 
Death. 4 t, | 
Solomon often repeats the Subſtance } unc 
of that Remark, * A wiſe Son maketh | you 
| Prov. x. 1 lig. 


. | a glad 


* 
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2 glad Father, but a fooliſh Son is an 


heavineſs io bis Mother. And the Juſ- 
tice of it in both its Branches is ver 
apparent. Let me engage you ſeri- 


awakening Inducement, to the Diſ- 


charge of the important Duty I am re- 


commending. 


Ir pu have Reaſon to hope that 
your Labours are not in vain, but 
that your Children are become truly 
religious; it muſt greatly encreaſe your 
Satisfaction in them, that they are dear 
to you not only in che Bands of the 
Fleſh, but in thoſe of the Lo R ». 
You will not only be ſecure of their 
dutiful and grateful Behaviour to you, 
but will have the Pleaſure of ſeeing 


4 


' ouſly. to reflect upon it, as a moſt 


them grow up in their different Sta- 


tions, to Proſpects of Uſefulneſs in 
the Church, and inithe World. Should 
Providence ſpare you to the Advance 
of Age, they will be a Comfort, and 
Honour to your declining Years.” You 
will, as it were, enjoy a ſecond Youth, 
in their Vigour and Ulefulneſs ; nay, a 
Senſe of their Piety and Goodneſs will 


undoubtedly be a reviving Cordial to 


you in your dying Moments. A de- 
lightful Thought wil it indeed be. 1 
n 2 * AM 
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to take my Leave of 
« the World, and my Scene of Ser- 
« yiee is over; but I leave thoſe be- 
« hind me, who will appear for Gop 


« am goin 


„ th my ſtead, and act, perhaps with 
« greater Fidelity and Zeal, for the 
«« Support of Religion in a degenerate 
« Ape, I leave my dear Children de- 
« ſtitute indeed of my ' Counſel and 
« Help, perhaps in no abundant Af- 
« fluence of worldly Enjoyments; but 
« ] leave them under the guardian 


« Care of my Father and their Fa- 


.« ther, of my Gop and their Gop, 
% muſt ſoon be ſeparated from them, 
« and the Diſtance between us muſt 
«« ſoon be as great as between Earth 
& and Heaven. But as I leave them 
« under the beſt Guidance in the Wil- 


« derneſs, ſol have a joyf uaſion 
« they will ſoon follow me into the 
« 'Celeſtial Canaan, Yet a little while 
and l, and my dear Offspring ſhall 

4 appear together before the Throne of 
« Gop, and I ſhall ſtand forth with 
« "Tranſport, and ſay, Behold, here am 
« 1, and the Children which my Gop 


&« bas graciouſly given me. Then wilP the 


% Blefſedneſs on which I now enter, 
be multiplied upon me by the Sight 
L747} 2 


. 
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« of every Child that had a ſhare in 


« it, Now, Lo RD, ſuffereſt thou 


« thy" Servant to depart in Peace, 
« ſince thou haſt directed not on] 
« mine Eyes, but theirs to thy Sa 
« vation.” wont 
Bor if you ſee theſe dear little ones 
grow up for the Deſtroyer z if you 
ſee thoſe whoſe Infant Days have gi- 
ven you ſo many tender Pleaſures, and 


ſo many fond Hopes, deviating from 


the Paths of Duty and Happineſs, 
how deeply will it pierce you ! You 
now look upon them with a ſoft 
Complacency, and ſay theſe are they 
that ſhall comfort us under our La- 
bours and our Sorrows : bur, alas ! 
my Friends, if this be the Caſe, theſe 


are they that will encreaſe your La- 


bours, and aggravate your Sorrows z 
that will haſten upon you the Infirmi- 
ties of Age, or cruſh you the faſter 
under the Weight of them, till they 
have brought down your boary Hairs 


with Anguiſh 7o the Grave. Little do 


they or you think how much Agony 
and Diſtreſs you may endure, from 


Jvhat you will ſee, and what you will 


tear concerning them. How many 
lighted Admonitions, how .many de- 


} 


. 
9 


luded 


— 


luded Hopes, how many anxious Days, 


| how many reſtleſs Nights, will concur 


to make the Evening of Life gloomy ! 
And at length when Gop gives you a 
Diſmiſſion from a World, which the 
Folly and Wickedneſs of your Chil- 
dren has ſo long imbittered, how 
painful will the Separation be; when 
you have a Proſpect of ſeeing them 
but once more, and that at the Tri- 
bunal of Gop, where the beſt you can 
expect (in their preſent Circumſtances) 
is to riſe up ia Judgment againſt them, 
and bear an awful Teſtimony, which 
ſhall draw down upon them aggrava- 
ted Namnation |! Tea nd WE 
_ Anp let me plainly tell you, that 
if in theſe laſt Moments, Conſcience 
ſhould alſo accuſe you of the Neglect 
of Duty, and teſtify that your own 
Sorrow and your Childrens Ruin, is in 
part chargeable upon that, it will be 
a dreadful Ingredient in this bitter 
Cup, and may greatly darken, if not 
intirely ſuppreſs thoſe Hopes with re- 
gard to your ſelves, which alone could 
ſupport you in this mournful Scene. 
I am fully perſuaded, that if you knew 
the Weight with which theſe Things 
will fit upon your Mind in the im- 
nn IO 201 
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mediate Views of the eternal World, 
you would not ſuffer every trifling Dif- 


ficulty, or little Care to deter you 


from the Diſcharge of thoſe Duties, 


which are ſo neceſſary to prevent theſe 
galling Reflections. | 


To conclude: Let me entreat you 
ſeriouſly to weigh the united Force of 


thoſe Arguments, which I have now 
been urging to excite your Diligence 


in this momentous Care of training up 


your Children in the Way in which 


they ſhould go. Conſider how plea- 


ſant the Attempt is; conſider how fair 


a Probability there is that it may proſ- 


per, as it is in its ſelf a very rational 
Method, as it is 'a Method Gop has 
appointed, and a Method which he has 
crowned with ſingular Succeſs. Con- 
ſider how important that Sueceſs is, 
to the Honour of Gop and Intereſt of 
Religion, to the temporal | and eternal 
Happineſs of your Children, and fi- 
nally to your own Comfort both in Life 
and Death. 


On the whole I well know, and 1 


am perſuaded, Sirs, that you your ſelves 
are convinced, that whatſoever can be 


oppoſed to ſuch Conſiderations as theſe, 


when laid in an imparcial Ballance, is 
altogether 


[')) 
| _ * Altogether lighter than Vanity. I do 
mW therefore ſeriouſly appeal to thoſe Con- 
victions of your Conſciences as at the 
Sight of Gop : and if, from this Time 
at leaſt, the Education of Children a- 
mongſt you be neglected, or regarded 
only as a light Care, Gop is Witneſs, 
and you your ſelves are Witneſſes, that 
It is not for want of being plainly in- 
ſtructed in your Duty, or ſeriouſly urged 
to the Performance of it. 


'* . RE 


On 
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SERMON ing 


On the Education of CHILDR E N. | 


j 
abit XXII. 6, 


Train up a Child in the Way k be 
ſhould go, and when be is old be 
will not depart "a it. 


Hose of you who have made any 


Obſervations. on human Life, 
muſt certainly know that if we 


deſire to be agreeable and uſeful in it, 
we muſt regard not only the Quality, 


but the Manner of our Actions; and 
that while we are in the Purſuit of any 
important End, we muſt not only at- 
tend to thoſe Actions which do im- 
mediately refer to it, but muſt watch 
over the whole of our Conduct; that 
we may preſerve a Conſiſtency in the 
ſeveral Parts of it, Otherwiſe we ſhall 
ſpoil the Beauty and Acceptance of 
many an honeſt, and, perhaps in the 


* prudent Attempt, or by a Train 


of 


K 
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of unthought of Conſequences, ſhall 
demoliſh with the one Hand, what we 
are bois to build * with the 
other. T1H ) +- } 

Tais is a Remark mhich + we ſhall 
have frequent Occaſion. to recollect; 
and *tis of. peculiar Importance in the 
Buſineſs of Education. *Tis therefore 
neceſſary that having before deſcribed 
the Way in which Children are to be 
train'd up, and urged you to a diligent 
Application to the Duty, I now pro- 
ceed 8 
TufRor r, To offer ſome Advices 
for your Aſſiſtance in this Attem ; 
of leading Children into, and condut 
them in this Way, 

* Trxsx will relate partly to the Man- 
ner in which the Attempt is to be 
made, and partly to the Precautions 
neceſſary for rendering it effectual: 
which are, às you ſce, Matters of Diſ- 
tinct Conſideration, tho comprehend- 
ed under the general Head of Direc: 
conn. © 
I. As to the” Manner in which the 
Atrempt is to be made. And here 
*ris evident it ſhould be dohe- plainly, 
ſeriouſly, tenderly and patiently. THY 


1. CHILDREN. are to be inſtructed 


2 Plainty: 


7 Coy 

Plainly: In the plaineſt Things and 
by the plaineſt Words. « 
Tux are to be taught the 


flaineſt Things in Religion in the : 
firſt Place. And it is a pleaſing Re- 


flection on this Occaſion, that, ac- 
cording to the abundant Goodneſs and 
Condeſcention of the great Gop, thoſe 
things which are the moſt neceſſary are 
the plaineſt. Juſt as in the World of 
Nature, thoſe Kinds of Food which 
are moſt wholeſome and nouriſhing are 


alſo the moſt common. We ſhould. 


ſhew our grateful Senſe of the divine 
Goodneſs in this particular by our Care 
to imitate 1t, and ſhould fee to it that 
when the Neceſſities of our Children 
require Bread, we don't give them a Stone, 
or Chaff; as we ſhould do, if we were 
to diſtract their feeble Minds with a Va- 
riety of human Schemes, and doubt- 
ful Diſputations. The more abſtruſe 
and myſterious Truths of the Goſpel 
are gradually to be unfolded, as they 
are Exhibited in the Oracles of Gop, 
and taught in the Language of the Spi- 
tit. According to the excellent Ad- 


vice of the great + Dr. Owen m— 


« Scripture Phraſeology our Rule an 


＋ Owen on the Spir. Præf. ad fin. | 
Pattern 


* 


- (.72) 
« Pattern in the Declaration of ſpiritual 4 
&« Things. But we muſt not begin 
here. We muſt feed them with Milk 
while they are Babes, and reſerve the 
- firong Meat for a maturer Age. Take | 
the moſt obvious and vital Truths of | 
Chriſtianity. Tell them that they are | |, 
Creatures, and ſinful Creatures; that | |} 
by Sin they have diſpleaſed a holy f 
| God, and that they muſt be pardoned, | ; 
and ſanctified, and accepted in Cyrisr, | ii 
or muſt periſh for ever. Shew them | þ} 
the Difference between Sin, and Holi- | 2. 
neſs ; a State of Nature, and of Grace, | y 
Shew them that they are haſtening on | |; 
to Death and Judgment, and ſo muſt | p 
enter on Heaven or Hell, and dwell | 1 
for ever in the one or the other. Such | 
Kind of Leſſons will probably turn to | y 
the beſt Account, both to them and you. in 
I know 'tis a very eaſy thing to enflame th 
the warm ignorant Minds of Chil- I jee 
dren, with an eager Zeal for diſtinguiſh- Þ pr 
ing Forms or diſtinguiſhing Phraſes ; | D. 
= to make them violent in the In- an 
tereſt of a Party, before they know tal 
any thing of common Chriſtianity. ] rer 
But if we thus /ow the Wind we ſhall the 
probably reap the Whirkvind *, vent-l 


Hoſ. viii. 10. 
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"Ing our ſelves, and transfuſing into 
' them a Wrath of Man which never 
works, but often greatly obſtructs he 
Righteouſneſs of God. T Bleſſed be Gop 
this is not the Fault of you my Friends 
of this Congregation. I would men- | 
tion it with great Thankfulneſs, as 
both your Happineſs and mine, that, 
ſo far as I can judge, it is the ſincere 
Milk of the Word that you deſire, Let 
it be your Care to draw it out for the 
Nouriſhment of your Childrens Souls, 
as their Underftandings and Capacities 5 
will permit them to take it in. 
| ! AND while you are teaching them 
plaineſt Things, endeavour to do it 
I] inthe; plaineſ® Words. Tis the gra- | 
1 | cious Method which Gop uſes with us, 1 
| who ſpeaks: to us of heayenly Things | 
„in 27 5 not fully expreſſive of 
the Sublimity and Grandeur of the Sub- 
. ject, but rather ſuited to our feeble Ap- 
„ Prehenſions. Thus our Lord taught his 
51 Diſciples “ as they were able to bear it; 
and uſed eaſy an 1 4 Similitudes, 
taken from he moſt obvious Occur- 
5. rences in Life, to illuſtrate Matters of 
all the 0 e een A moſt in- 
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ſtruCtive Example! Such Condeſcen- 
tion ſnould we uſe in training up thoſe 
committed to our Care, and ſhould 
examine whether we take their Under- 
ſtandings along with us as we go on: 
otherwiſe we are ſpeaking in an un- 
known Tongue, and as the Apoſtle 
expreſſes it are Barbarians unto them * , 
be our Language ever ſo graceful, ele- 

gant, or pathetick . | 

Give me Leave to add, for the Con- 
cluſion of this Head, that though it is 
to be taken for granted that Children 
in their earlieſt Infancy, ate to be en- 
gaged to what is good and reſtrained 
from evil, chiefly, by a View to Re- 
wards and Puniſhments, more imme- 
diate or remote, or by ſome natural 
Workings of a benevolett Aﬀection, 
which are by all means to be cheriſh- 
ed and cultivated ; yet, as they may 
grow up to greater Ripeneſs of Under- 
ftanding, ſomething farther is to be 
attempted. It muſt then be our Care, 
to ſet before them, in the ſtrongeſt 
oy the natural Beauties . Holi- 
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neſs and Deformities of Sin; and like- 
wiſe to propoſe, in the eaſieſt and moſt 
familiar Way, the Evidences of the 
Truth of Chriſtianity, that they may 
de fortified againſt thoſe Temptations 
to Infidelity, with which the preſent 
Age does ſo unhappily abound. The 
external Evidences of it are by ,no 
means to be lighted, ſuch as the Cre- 
dibility of the Goſpel-Hiſtory, the 
Accompliſnment of Prophecies,” the 
Unity of Deſign carried on by ſo ma- 
ny different Perſons, in diſtant Ages 
and Countries, its amazing and even 
miraculous Propagation in the World, 
all which with many other Conſidera- 
tions to the ſame purpoſe are very ju- 
diciouſly handled by a Variety of ex- 

cellent Wricings of our own Age; of 
which T know not any more ſuited to 
your Uſe;than Mr. Bennet's Diſcourſes 
on the Inſpiration of Scripture, which 
I therefore recommend to your atten- 
tive Perufal; and with them Dr. 
Watts's Sermon's on the inward Wit- 
nels to the Truth of Chriſtianity 
from its efficacious Tendency to pro- 
mote Holineſs : This appears to me 
the nobleſt Evidence of all, and will 
to thoſe who have actually experienced 
| E 2 it 
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it be an Anchor of the Soul both ſure and 
fieafaſt. 


2. Lx Children be inſtructed in a 


very ſerious Manner, 


_ Taree is an unhappy Pronenek; i in 


our degenerate Natures to trifle with 
the Things of God ;- and the Giddineſs 


of Childhood is peculiarly ſubje& to 


it. Great Care ſhould therefore be 
taken that we don't encourage ſuch a 
Humour, nor teach them by our Le- 


vity or Indolence in the Manner of our 


Inſtruction, to take the awful Name 
of Gop- in vain, while they are ſpeak- 


ing of him, or to him. For this Pur- 


poſe we muſt labour with our own 
Hearts, to work them to a deep and 
ſerious Senſe of the Truth and Im- 
portance of what we fay: this will 
give us an unaffected Solemnity in 
ſpeaking, which will probably com- 


mand the Attention, and impreſs the 


Hearts of our Children. Endeavour 
to preſerve' on your own Spirit an ha- 
bitual Awe of the great and bleſſed 
Gop, the Lord of. Ae and Earth; 


that when you ſpeak of him to thoſe 


little Creatures, they may evidently 
ſee the Indications of the humbleſt Ve- 
neration and Reverence, and ſo may 
learn 


FI 
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learn * to fear him ſrom their Youth. 
When you ſpeak of CHRIST, let your 
Souls be bowing to him as the Son of 
Gop, through whom alone you and 

ours can obtain Pardon and Life; and 
Jer them be overflowing with Love to 
him, for his unutterable and inconceiv- 
able Grace. And when you remind them 
of Death, Judgment and Eternity, con- 
ſider your ſelves and themas dying Crea- 
cures : Think in how few Months, or 
Weeks, or 2 your Lips may be ſi- 
lent in the Duſt, or they for ever remov- | 
ed beyond the Reach of your Inſtrudti- , 
ons; and plead with them in as earneſt 
and importunatea Manner, as if the Sal- 
vation of their immortal Souls depen led 
on the Effect of the preſent Addreſs. 
3. CHILDREN ſhould be inſtructed in 
a very tender and affectionate Manner, 
WI ſhould take Care to let them 
ſee that we don't deſire to terrify and 
amaze them, to lead them into unneceſ- 
ſary Severities, or to deprive them of 
any innocent Pleaſures; that what we 
ſay is not dictated by an Oſtentation 
of our own Wiſdom and Authority; 
but that it all proceeds from a hearty 
Love to them, and an earneſt Deſire 

® 1 Kings xvill. 1 2. | 
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of their Happineſs. Study therefore to 


addreſs them in the moſt endearing 
Language, as well as with the ſofteit 


and ſweeteſt Arguments. Endeavour ac- 


cording to the Practice of Solomon“ 10 
find out acceptable Words. And it Tears 
ſhould rife while you are ſpeaking, do 
not ſuppreſs them. There is a Lan- 


guage in them, which may perhaps 


affect beyond Words. A weeping 
Parent is both an aweful and a melt- 
ing Sight. 
EN DPEAvoOUR therefore to look up- 

on your Children in ſuch a View, as 
may be moſt likely to awaken theſe 
tender Sentiments. Conſider them as 
Creatures whom you (as Inſtruments) 
have brought into Being, tainted with 
innate Corruption, ſurrounded with 
Snares, and on the whole in ſuch ap- 
parent Danger, that if not ſnatch'd as 


Brands out of the Burning they muſt 


CS 


periſh for ever. And that your Hearts 
may be farther mollified, - and you 
0 to the moſt gentle and moving 
Manner of Addreſs, let me entreat 
you to ſtudy the Scripture i in this View, 
ay bo obſerve the condeſcending and 


| . Becl, ai lo. ©? 


W 
| endearing Forms, in which the bleſſed 
Gop ſpeaks to us there, Obſerve. 
them for your ſelves and point thenr 
out to your Children. Tell them „ 
how. kindly he has demanded, how 
graciouſly he has encouraged their Ser- 
vices; While he ſays, * Remember now 
thy Creator in the Days of thy Youth. - 
And elſewhere, I FR them that love 
me, and thoſe that ſeek me early ſhall 
find me T. Tell them that the Loa p 
Irsus Cyr1sT hath invited them to 
come to him; for he has ſaid, Comè un- 
4% me ail ye that labour and are beavy 
laden, ff T will give you Reſt. § Him 
that: cometh unto, me I will in no wiſe 
caſt out... | Wheſoever will let bim come 
and take of the Water of Life freely . 
Suach Scriptures as theſe ſhould be of- 
ten repeated to them and ſhould be 
_ early inculcated on their Memory, 
with an Attempt, as far as poſſible, 
to let thera into the Spirit and Force 
of them. 
Non A it be improper Ometimes F 
to ſet before them how much you have 
done, how much you araneadyt todo for 


Eccleſ. xii. 1. Þ Prov. vii. 14. 
1 Matth. xi. 20. I John vi. 37. 
Bo Rev. xxii. 17. 
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chem; how many anxious Thoughts 
you entertain, how many fervent 
Prayers you offer on their Account: 
Thus Lemuel's Mother addrefled:him, 
* What my Son ? and what the Son of 
my Womb ? and what the Son of my 
Vows ? q. d. My dear Child, for 
« whom I have born ſo much, for 


hom I have prayed ſo earneſtly; 


% in what Words ſhall I addreſs thee, 
* to expreſs what my Heart feels on. 
& thy Account? How ſhall I ſpeak 
«© my affectionate overflowing Con- 
« cern for thine Happineſs both in 
« Time and Eternity?“ So Solomon 


pleads , My Son, if thine ether lt d. 


my Heart ſball rejoice, even mine! 
„ think how much is comprehended 

« in that Argument, that a Parent's 
« Happineſs is-in a great Meaſure to 


be determined by thy Character and 


% Conduct. Paul lays open his 
Heart to the Galatians in thoſe pa- 


thetical Words 5, My litile Children 


of whom I travel in Birth till C RIS 
e formed in you. Yet theſe were, com- 
paratively, Strangers to him. Should 


& Gal. Iv. T9. \ 4 + — mY 3 [2 


V. 
= . * 
. 05 SS 4% | 8. * 


4 | 
UH: 6 . _ ROC 


2 


(81) 


not you, my Friends, feel, ſhould not 
you expreſs an equal Tenderneſs fot 
thoſe who are ſo nearly allied to you, 
in the Bonds of Nature, for thoſe who 
2 indeed Parts of your felves? + 
IvSTRUCT your Children _ 
ann (FA. | 
' 1+ You know whey the EHuſbandman 
has committed the Seed to the Ground, 
he patiently expects the Fruits of his 
Labours. So muſt Miniſters do when 
inſtructing their People, ſo muſt Pa- 
rents do when inſtructing their Chil- 
dren. Tou muſt not imagine, my 
Friends, that a plentiful Harveſt will 
ſpring up in a Day. The Growth of 
Nature is flow and by inſenſible De- 
grees: nor are you to wonder if Ad- 
vances in Knowledge and Grace be ſtill 
flower. Be upon your Guard there- 
fore againſt Fretfulneſs_ and Impatr- 
ence. Your Children will forget what 
you have once taught them; repeat it 
a ſecond Time; and if they forget it 
the ſecond Time, repeat it the third. 
'Tis thus that the great Gop deals with 
you, and you have daily Reaſon to re- 
Joice that he does. He knows the 
Frailty and 'Weakneſs of your Minds, 
and therefore acts by a Rule, which 


. ſeems 
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and I would 


1 
ſeems to be laid down with a peculiar 
Regard to the very Point I am urging: 
* W/bom ſhall he teach Knowledge, and 
whom ſhall he make to underſtand Doc- 


trine? them that are weaned from the Milk 


and draws from the Breaſts ? For Pre- 
cept muſt be upon Precept, Precept upon 


Frecept, and Line upon Line, Line upon 


Line: here a little and there a little. ꝗ. d. 
«© Go has treated you like little Chil- 


% dren who muſt have the ſame ſhort 


« eaſy Leſſon repeated again and 
« again.” And is it not indeed thus 
with Regard to you ? Does not the 
Patience and Condeſcention of your 
heavenly Father ſend to you his Mi- 
niſters Sabbath after Sabbath, frequent 


ly inculcating the fame Things, that 
what you have forgot may be brought 


to Mind again. . Thus ſhould you do 
by thoſe committed to your Care. 
B teaching them every Sabbath: 
That is remarkably a good Day for 
the Purpoſe. . Then you have Leiſure 
for it; then you have peculiar Adyan- 
tage to purſue the Work; then you 
are furniſhed with ſome new Matter 
by what yu have heard in publick ; 
hope your Spirits are then 
„ ni. 9, 10.0 | 


quick- 
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ickened by by it, ſo that you can fpeak 
901 our of the Abundance cus Heart; 


| — you may, by — with 


them on what has been addreſſed to 


you, | revive the e e on _—_ 


own Souls. 

I app, be teaching em very | 
Day, by occaſional Diſcourſes, When 
you have not an Opportunity of doin us 
it by ſtated Addreſſes. Drop a W 
for GOD every Day, and os in a 


Day. You will probably find your 


Account in it, and your Children theirs : 
A ſudden Glance of Thought towards 


_ Gop' in the Midſt of the World is 


often a great Refreſhment” to the 
Chriſtian; and a ſudden Turn to ſome- 
thing ſerious and ſpiritual in Conver- 
ſation, is frequently very edifying to 
others. It ſtrikes the Memory and 
the Heart, and 1s, perhaps, | as 4 Nail 
fixed in 4 ſure places, when many a 
lolemn Admonition, and many an 


elaborate Sermon is Joſt. *Tis with 


Pleaſure that I frequently hear good 
Chriſtians ſpeaking of ſuch occaſional 
Hints, which have been dropped by 
Saints of the. former Generation: 
Thoſe tranſient Paſſages which the 


* Ir xxii. | 
E 6 | pious 


=. 

proud Parents might forget in a few 
loments;:: their Children have diſ- 
tinctly remembred for many future 
Tears, and repeated for their own 


Edification, and I might add for mine. 


Let this therefore be an Encourage- 
ment to you; and in this Reſpect, in 
the Morning ſow this precious Seed, 


and in the Euening uitb- bold not your 


Hand, ſince you know not whether 


3 1 
Lou ſee that, in our Aſſemblies, Gop 


often brings back Souls to himſelf, 


by ſetting home on the Conſcience 
Truths, which, with Regard to the 
ſpeculative part of them, they know 


as well as their Teachers; and adds a 


divine Efficacy to thoſe Inſtitutions, 


. Eccleſ. xi. By 
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+ | which, for a long Succeſſion, of Years, 
NP they had attended in vain. : Be not 
therefore weary of well doing f, but let 
Patience 1n this Inſtance — its perfes 
; Vork. 
. Tavs let your Children be in 
5 ſtructed plainly, ſeriouſly, tenderly, 
, and patiently. I wave ſome; other 
- Particulars,” which I might have ad- 
: ded to theſe, . concerning the manner 
. of inſtructing them, becauſe I appre- 
hend they will more properly fall 
) under the Second Branch of theſe Di- | 
- | rections. Where Iam, ive? 
, 


g 3 To con ser the; Pay 
: which you muſt uſe, if you deſire that 

) theſe Attempts in the religious Edu- 
„cation of your Children _y be attend- 
$ ed with Succels. 

| | F ; 7 

) e I would particularly adviſe, 
, that a prudent Care be taken to keep 
b up your Authority over them, and at: 
e |. the ſame Time to engage their Af- 
4 fections to you; that you be ſolicitous 
a to keep them out of the Way of 
en that Hi ga confirm Jour” 
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Admonicions by a ſuitable Example; 
that you chearfully accept of proper 
Aſſiſtanees in this important Attempt; 
and that you humbly and conſtantly 
look up to Gop for his Bleſſing on 


1. Ir we defire to ſucceed in our 
Attempts for r we Education 


of our Children, — . Care 
to keep up our ity over 

To this Purpoſe, we muſt avoid 
not only what is grofly vicious and 
criminal, (which will more properly 
be mentioned under a-following Head) 
but alſo thoſe little Levities and Fol- 
lies which might make us appear con- 
temptible to them. Whatever Li- 


1 


berties we may take with thoſe who 


are our Equals in Age and Station, a 
more exact Decorum is to be preſerved 
before our Children. Thus we are to 
reverence them if we deſire they ſnould 
reverence us; for, as Dr. Tillotſon 
very juſtly obſerves, there is a certain 
« Freedom of Converſation which is 


e only proper amongſt Equals in Age 


s Maxima debetur puero Reverentia. » 
| et; Juy, Sat: xiv. v. 47. 
« and 
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u) 
« and Quality, which if we.uſe before 


„ our Superiors, we ſeem to deſpiſe 


« them, and if we do it before our 
« Inferiors, we teach them to deſpiſe 
„ 52; Ts: Firs wh 
I wiLL not inſiſt on this Hint, which 
your own Prudence muſt accommodate 
to particular Circumſtances, but ſhall 
here introduce the mention of Correc- 


tion, which, in ſome Caſes, may be 


abſolutely neceſſary to the Support of 
Parental Authority, eſpecially where 


Admonitions and Counſels are flighted. 


You know, that the Scriptures ex- 
preſly require it on proper Occaſions, 
and Solomon, in paxticular, enlarges on 
the Head, and ſuggeſts fome impor- 
tant Thoughts with Regard to it. 
T Fooliſhneſs. (lays he) is bound up in 
the Heart of a Child, but the Red of _ 
Correction ſhall drive it far away. Nay, 


he ſpeaks of it as a Matter in which 


Life is concerned, even the Life of 
the Soul. S With-hold not Correction 
rom a Child, for if thou beat him with 
a Rod he fhall not dye. Thou fhalt beat 
bim with a Rod, and ſhalt ſave bis Sous 


les Serm. Vol. by p. 541. 
t Prov. xx. 15. Prov., XXiii, 18, 14. 


from 
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from Hell. And is it Kindneſs or Cru- 


elty in a Parent, to ſpare the Fleſh to 
the Hazard of the Soul ? Parents are 
therefore exhorted to an early Care in 
this Reſpect, leſt vicious Habits grow- 
ing inveterate ſhould render the At- 
tempt. vain or hurtful; and they are 
cautioned againſt that fooliſh Ten- 
derneſs which would lead them to 
regard the Tears of a Child, rather 


than his trueſt and higheſt Intereſt, 
Correct thy Son while there is Hope, and 


let not thy Soul ſpare for his Crying. F He 
that hateth his Son ſpareth the Rod, but 
be that loveth him chaſteneth- bim be- 
times. Nor can we imagine a more 
lively Commentary on the Words 
than the melancholy Story of Eli, 
who though he were a very eminent 


Saint in a degenerate Age, yet erred 
here, and by a fatal Indulgence, 
brought Ruin as well as Infamy, on 
himfelf and his Family. He repro- 


ved the abominable Wickedneſs of 
his Sons; but did not make uſe of 
thoſe ſevere Methods which, in ſuch 
a. Caſe, the Authority of a Parent 
might have. warranted, and the Office 


Prov. xix. 18. + Prov. xiii. 24. 4 
8 of 
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of a Judge did undoubtedly require. 
Obſerve the Sentence which Gop . 
nounced againſt him for it, and which 
he executed upon him, in a very 
awful manner. The Lorp ſaid unto 
Samuel, I will do a Thing in Iſrael at 
which both the Ears of every one that « 
beareth it e tingle. In that Day 1 
will perform againſt Eli all Things which 
J have ſpoken concerning bis Houſe ; 
when I begin I will alſo make an end. 

For I have told him, that I will judge 
his Houſe for ever, for the 1 * which - 
he knoweth:z becauſe his Sons made them- 
ſelves vile, and be reſts ained them not. 
And ' therefore | I have ſworn unto the 
Houſe of Eli, that the Iniquity of Eli's 
Houſe ſhall not be purged, with Sacrifice 
or Offering for ever. Take heed, L in- 
treat you, as you love your Children, 
Jas you loye your ſelves, that it may 
not be ſaid of you, that yours have 
made. themſelves vile, ' and you have 
neglected to reſtrain them. Let Mo- 
thers, in particular, take heed that 
they do not as it were + ſmother their 
Children in their Embraces (as a French 
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me remind you all particularly to be 
cautious that the Arms of one Parent, 
be not a Refuge to the Child from the 
| Refentment of the other. Both. ſhould 
appear to act in Concert, or the Au- 
- thority of the one will be deſpiſed, and 
probably the Indulgence of the other 
abuſed, and the mutual Affection of 

both endangered. dQ. 
. I cannor fay, that I enlarge on this 
Subject with Pleaſure z but how could I 
have anſwered for the Omiſſion of 
What is ſo:copiouſty and fo pathetically 
inculcated in the ſacred Writings? It is 
indeed probable, that the rugged and 
ſervile Temper of the generality of the 
Jewißß Nation, might render a ſevere 
Diſcipline peculiarly neceſſary for their 
Children; yet I fear there are few of 
our Families where every Thing of 
this Kind can ſafely be neglected. But 
after all, I would by no meaus drive 
| Matters to Extremities; and therefore 
cannot perſuade myſelf to diſmiſs the 
Head without a Caution or tWo. Take 
heed that your Corrections be not too 
frequent, or too ſevere, and that they 
be not given in an unbecoming Man- 
ner. Rs 
f 


Author ſmartly expreſſes it.) And let 
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Is your Corrections be 00 frequent 
it will probably ſpoil much of the 
Succeſs. Your Children, like Iron, 
will harden\ under repeated Strokes; 
and that ingenuous Shame will be gra- 
dually worn off, which adds the great- 
eſt Sting to what they ſuffer from a 
Parent's Hand, And there will be 
this farther Inconvenience attending it, 
that there will not be a due Difference 
made between great and ſmall Faults. 
The Laws of Draco the Athenian were 
juſtly rejected, becauſe they puniſhed 
all Crimes alike, and made the ſteal- 
ing of an Apple Capital, as well as 
the Murther of a Citizen, You, on 
the contrary, ſhould let your Children - 
ſee, that you know how to diſtinguiſh 


between Indiſcretion and Wickedneſs z 


and ſhould your ſelves appear moſt diſ- 
pleaſed, where you have Reaſon to be- 
lieve that Gop 1810.7 | 
Nox ſhould your Corrections at any 
Time be too ſevere. *Tis very prettily 
ſaid by Dr. Tillotſon on this Occaſion, 
„% Whips are not the Cords of a Man * 
they ſhould be uſed in a Family only 
(as the Sword in the Republick) as the 
laſt Remedy, when all others have been 
tried in vain 3 and then ſhould * 
| FE 2 Uulcag, 


| | 


W 
uſed, as that we may appear to imitate 
the Compaſſions of our heavenly Fa- 
ther, who * doth not affiiet willingly nor 
grieve the Children of Men. 
'- Wricn leads me to add, that we 
ſhould be greatly cautious that Cor- 
rection be not inflicted in an unbecoming 
Manner. And it always is fo when it 
is given in a Paſſion. A Parent's cor- 
recting his Child ſhould be regarded as 


an Act of domeſtick Juſtice, which 


therefore ſhould be adminiſtred with 
a due Solemnity and Decorum, and to 
behave otherwiſe on the Occaſion is 
almoſt as great an Indecency, as for a 
Judge to paſs Sentence in a Rage. Tis 
injurious to our ſelves, as it tends to 
ſpoil our own Temper ; 'for Peeviſh- 
neſs and Paſſion will grow upon us, by 
being indulged towards thoſe who 
dare not oppoſe them, and 'tis on many 
Accounts injurious to our Children. 
Solomon intimates that Correction and 
Inſtruction ſhould be joined, when he 
ſays, + The Rod and the Reproof give 
Wiſdom. But what Room is there for 
the ſtill Voice of Wiſdom to be heard 
in a Storm of Fury? If your Chil- 
Lam. ili, 37, +.Prov. Xxix, 15. % 
5 . dren 


(93) 


dren ſee that you act calmly and 
mildly ; if they read parental Tender- 
neſs in your Heart, through an awe- 
ful Frown on your Brow if they per- 
ceive that Correction is your Strange 
Work, a Violence which you offer to 
your ſelves from a Principle of Duty 
to Gop and Affection to them, they 


muſt be obdurate indeed if they do not 


receive it with Reverence and Love 
for this is both a venerable and an 
amiable Character. But if once they 
imagine that you chaſtiſe them merely 
to vent your Paſſion, and gratify your 
Reſentments, they will ſecretly deſpiſe, 
and perhaps hate you for it; in that 
Inſtance at leaſt, they will look upon 
you as their Enemies, and may, by a 
continued Courſe of ſuch Severities, 
contract an Aver ſion, not only to you, 
but to all that you recommend to 
them. Thus you may loſe your 
Authority and your Influence by the 
very Method you take to ſupport it, 
and may turn a wholeſome though 
bitter Medicine into Poiſon. But I 


hope and truſt that your Humanity 


and your Prudence will concur to pre- 
vent ſo fatal an Abuſe, g 
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1:2. Ir you deſire Succeſs in you, 


Attempts for the Education of your 
Children, you muſt be careful to /ecyr: 
their Affecttion to you. 


- Our: Lorp obſerves, that * if any 
Man love him be will keep his Word, 
and the Aſſertion is applicable to the 
preſent Caſe ; the more your Children 


love you, the more will they regard 


your Inſtructions and Admonitions. 
Gop has indeed made it their Duty 
to love you, and the moſt indiſpen- 
ſible Laws of Gratitude require it; 
yet ſince ſo many Children are evi: 
dently wanting in filia! Affection, it 


is certain that all this may not ſecure 


it in yours, unleſs you add a tender 
obliging Behaviour, to all the other 
Benefits, you have. conferred upon 
them. I: obſerved under a former 
Head, that you ſhould addreſs them 


in an affectionate Manner, when diſ- 


courſing on religious Subjects; but 
now I add, that you ſhould carry the 
. Temper through Life, and be daily 
endeavouring to render yourſelyes a- 


miable to them. The Apoſtle cau- 


ad John xiv. 23. 


tions 


| 
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tions Parents that they ſhould not 
provoke their Children to. Wrath , if 
urs they would bring them. up in the Nur- 
ture: and Admonition of the Loxp ; on 
the contrary, you ſhould: put on the 
any kindeft Looks, you ſhould uſe the 
moſt endearing and condeſcending 
the | Language; you ſhould eyerlook many 
ren little Failings, and expreſs :a high 
ard | Complacency in what is really regular 
ns, and laudable in their Behaviour. And 
tbbugh you. muſt fomertimes over- rule 
en. their Deſites, when impatiently eager, 
it; yet far from delighting r to 
evi, croſs them, you ſhould rather ſtudy 
„ it their Inclinations, that you may ſur- 
urs prize them with unexpected Favours. 
der Thus will they learn quietly to refer 
cher hemſelves to your Care, and not to 
pon make Mortification and Denial neceſ- 
mer ſary, by clamorous and impetuous De- 
nem Imands. On the whole, you ſhould 
dif. (Endeavour: to behave fo as that your 


but Children may love your > and 


| the Nef choice be much in it; Which will 
preſerve them from innumerable Fnares, 
and may furniſſi you with many Op- 
portanities; of forming their Temper 


2 Eph. vi. 4. 
| and 
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and Behaviour, : by imperceptible De. 
grees, to comme 4 be. decent, amiable 
and excellent *. 

Ir you manage theſe Things with 
— you need not fear that ſuch 
Condeſcenſions as I have now recom- 
mended will impair your Authority: 
a from that, they will rather eſtabliſh 

The Superiority of your Parental 
Character may be maintained in the 
' midſt af theſe Indulgences ; and when 


l wi is thus attempered, it is moſt like 


to produce that Mixture of Reverence 
— Love; by which the Obedience of 

a Child is to be nme from 
that of a Slave. 

- You muſt be ſolicitous to keep 
your Children out of the Way of 
Temptation, if you would ſee the 
Succeſs of your Care in their Edu- 
cation. 

Ix you are not on your Guard here, 
you will probably throw down what 
you have built, and build up that 
which you have been endeavouring tc 
deſtroy. An early Care muſt be ta- 
ken to keep them from the Occaſions 
and the very appearances of Evil. 


* In Parentibus vero quam pluri mum «fe Edi 
wine . | Quin, ubi ſup. 
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We would not venture their Infant 
Steps on the Brink of a Precipice, on 
which grown Perſons, who' know how 
to adjuſt the Poiſe of their Bodies, 
may walk without extream Danger. 
More hazardous might it be to allow 
them to' trifle with "Temptations, and 
boldly to venture to the utmoſt Li- 
mits of that which is lawful. © An early 
Tenderneſs of Conſcience may be a 
great Preſervative, and the Exceſs of 
Strictneſs, (though no Excels be deſi-' 
rable) may prove much ſafer. than an 
Exceſs of Liberty. <7: 

Bap Company 1s undoubtedly one 
of the moſt formidable and pernicious 
Entanglements. By forming Friend- 
ſhips with Perſons of a vicious Cha- 
racter, many a hopeful Youth has 
learnt their Ways, and found a fatal 
Snare to his Soul. You ſhould be 
very watchful to prevent their con- 
tracting ſuch dangerous Friendſhips; 
and where you diſcover any thing of 
that Kind, ſhould endeavour by all 

entle and « endearing Methods, to 

raw them off from them; bur if they 


« . 
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ſtill perſiſt, you muſt reſolve to cut 


the Knot you cannot untie, and let 
your Children know, that they muſt 
ö f F either 
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either renounce their Aſſociates, or their 
Parents. One reſolute Step of this 
Kind might have prevented the Ruin 

of Multitudes, who have fallen a Sa- 
crifice to the Importunities of wicked 
Companions, and the weak Indulgence 
of imprudent Parents; who have con- 
tented themſelves with blaming, what 
they: onght ſtrenuouſly to have red reſſed. 

ALL bad Company is in this Re- 
ſpect formidable; but that is moſt 
evidently ſo which is to be found at 
Home. Great Care ought therefore 
to be taken, that you admit none into 

ur' Families, who may debauch the 
tender Minds of your "Children, by 
pernicious Opinions, or: By vicious 
Practices. This is a Caution which 
| ſhould be particularly remembred, in 
the Caſe of Servants, Take heed you 
do not bring into your Families lach 
as may diffuſe Infection through the 
Souls of our dear Offspring. *Tis a 
thouſand Times better to put up with 
Tome Ineonveniencies and Diſadvantages, 

when you have Reaſon to believe a 
Servant fears Gop, and will from a 


_ Nil diftu . viſuque het Lining fager 


Intra qui Puer UN 
0 Sat. xiv. c. 44, 45 


Principle 
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Principle of Conſcience [be faithful in 
watching oves your: Children, and in 
ſeconding your religious Care in their 
Education 8 thano to v prefer ſuch, as 


Wild theyrarricperiia ps, managing your 


temporal Affairs ſomething better, may 
pervert your Children to the Service of 
the Devil. Lear, ſome Parents little 
thinle how much ſecret Miſchief theſe 
baſe Creatures ate doing. And tis 

poſſible that ĩf ſome of you recol- 
ect what: you may have obſerved a. 
mongſt the Companions of your Child- 
hood, you may find Inſtances of this 
Nature, which riper Vears have not 
ſince given you Opportunity to: dif- 


coverte See to at therefore that you 
de diligeniy on your Guard here. 


AA: If you ſend your Children 
to Places of. Education, be greatly 
cautidus in your Choice of them. Dear- 


ly wilb you purchaſe the greateſt Ad- 


vantages for Learning, at the Expence 


of thoſecof a Religious Nature. And 
Iwill turn out of my Way to add, that 
School -Maſters and Tutors will have a 


dreadful Account to give, if they are 


'not: faithfully and tenderly ſolicitous 
for the Souls of thoſe: committed to 
their Care. The Lonp pardon our 


F 2 
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many Defects here, and quicken us to 
greater Diligence and Zeal ! But to 


Enn 


Gtvx me leave only to add, that 


it is of the higheſt Importance, that if 


you would not have all your Labour in 


the Education of your Children loſt, 


you ſhould be greatly cautious with re- 
gard to their Settlement in the World, 


Apprenticeſhips and Marriages intd ir- 


religious Families have been the known 
Sources of innumerable Evils. They 
who have expoſed the Souls of their 
Children to apparent Danger, for the 
ſake of ſome ſecular Advantages, have 
often lived to ſee them drawn aſide to 


Practices ruinous to their temporal, 


as well as their eternal Intereſts. Thus 
their own Iniquity has remarkably cor- 
refted them : and I heartily pray, that 
the Gop of this World may. never be 
permitted thus to blind your Eyes; but 
that you, my Friends, may learn from 
the Calamities of other Families that 
wholeſome Leſſon, which, if you neg- 
lect it, others may perhaps hereafter 
learn from the Ruin of yours. 

4. SEE to it, that you confirm 
your Admonitions by a ſuitable Ex- 
ample, if you deſire on the ** 

8:3 that 
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that they ſhould prove uſeful to your 
Children. 

A consciovsness of the Irregularity 
of our own Behaviour, in any remark- 
able Inftances. which may fall under 
their Obſervation, will probably abate 
much of that Force and Authority | 


with which we might otherwiſe a 


dreſs them. When we know they 
may juſtly retort upon us, at leaſt in 
their Minds thoſe Words of the Apoſ- 
tle , Thou that teacheſt another, teacbeſt 
thou not thy ſelf alſo? Surely a Senſe of 


Guilt and of Shame muſt either intirely 


ſilence us, or at leaſt impair that Free- 


dom and Confidence, with which we 
might otherwiſe have exhorted or re- 


buked. 
On had we ſo mach Contpoſure 


and Aſſurance, as to put on all the 


Forms of Innocence and Virtue, could 


we expect Regard, when our Actions 
contradicted our Diſcourſes, or hope 
they ſhould reverence Inſtructions, which 
their [Teachers themſelves ap 


pear to 
deſpiſe ? *Tis- in the general true, that 


® Unde tibi Frontem Libertatemgue Parentis | 
— Gow _ Ace Senex. .. 
| er. Sat. xiv, v. 86, 57. 


F 3 chere 
7 a 


( 102 ) 


there is a ſilent but powerful Oratory 
in Example, beyond the Force of the 
moſt elegant and expreſſive Words 
and the Example of Parents has often 

a peculiar Weight with their Children“; 
(which ſeems to be alluded to in chat 


Exhortation of St. Paul, Be ye Follow- 


ers (or Imitators) of Gop as dear Chil- 
dren. So that on the whole, as a very 
celebrated Writer well expreſſes it , 
To give Children good Inſtruction, 
2 and a bad Example, is but beckon- 
& ing. to them with the Head to ſhew 
« them the Way to Heaven, while we 
<< take. them, by the Hand and lead 
% them in the Way ta Hell.“ We 
ſhouldi therefore moſt heartily concur 
in David's Reſolution, as ever e hope 
our Families ſhould be religious and 
happy. FS 7 will bebave myſelf wiſely in 
a perfect Way : I will walk mithin 11 
_— with a perfect Heart. 
5. CHEARFULLY accept 1. all pro- 


your Children, if ans aN aer 

ſucceed well. 

* eon £5 tins nos 
Corrumpunt vitiorum Exempla demefiea mdgris 
Cum fubeunt « animos Auttoribus. 

uv. Sat. xv: 0 17 55 
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per Aſſiſtances in the Education of i 
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IT will be your Wiſdom to accept of 
the Aſſiſtance which may be offered 
either from Books, or Friends. | 
Bopks may in this Reſpect be very 
uſeful to you; the Book of Gop a- 
bove all; both to furniſh you with 
Materials for this great Work, and 
to inſtruct you in the Manner of per- 
forming it. Other Writings may be 
fabſervient to this Purpoſe. Wiſe and 
pious Treatiſes on the Subject of Edu- 
cation may be read with great Pleaſure 
and Advantage, and you may receive 
ſingular Aſſiſtance from thoſe Cate- 
chiſins, and Prayers and Songs for 
Children, with which moſt of your 
Families are now furniſhed, (through 
the Condeſcenſion of one valuable 
Friend * in writing them, and the Ge- 
neroſity of another in beſtowing them 
upon us.) I hope you will expreſs your 
Thankfulneſs to — by a diligent 
Care to uſe them; and 1 perſuade my 
elf that you and yours may abundant- 
ly find your Account in them; for 
- while the Language is fo plain and eaſy 
that even an Infant may- underſtand it, 
you will often find not only a Propriety, 


* Dr. Zhace Watti. ST? 
* | but 
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but a Strength and Sublimity in the 
Sentiments, which may be improving 
to Perſons of advanced Capacities, 
There is much of that Milk, by which 


Jirong Men may be entertained and 


nouriſhed. | 

1 app, that in this important Work 
you ſhould gladly embrace the Aſſiſt- 
ance of pious and prudent Friends, I 
can by no means approve that Lace- 
demonian Law, which gave every Citi- 
zen a Power of correcting his Neigh- 
bour's Children, and made it infamous 
for the Parent to complain of it: Yet 
we muſt all allow, that conſidering the 
great Importance of Education, a Con- 
.cern for the Happineſs of Families and 


the Publick, will require a mutual 


Watchfulneſs over each other in this 
Reſpect : nor is there any imaginable 
Reaſon to exclude this from the Num- 
ber of thoſe Heads, on which we are 
to admoniſh one anotber, and to conſider 
eachother to provoke unto good Works *. 
 NoTHninsG ſeems more evident than 


this; and one would ſuppoſe that Per- 


ſons, who were acquainted with human 
Nature, ſhould ſuſpect that Sel/-Love 


® Col. iii. 16. Heb. z. 24. 
| might 
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might work under this Form, and that 
they might be a little blinded by a 

at Affection to their Offspring. | 
Sue h a Reflection might engage them 
at leaſt patiently, or rather thankfully, 
to hear the Sentiments, and receive the 
Admonitions of their Friends on this 


Head. But inſtead of this, there is 


in many People a kind of Parental 
Pride, (if I may be allowed the Ex- 
preſſion) which ſeldom fails to exert it 


| ſelf on ſuch an Oecaſion. They are 


ſo confident in their own Way, and do 
ſo magiſterially deſpiſe the Opiniva of 
others, that one would almoſt ima 
gine, they took it for granted that 
with every Child, Nature had given 
to the Parent, a certain Stock of infal- 
lible Wiſdom for the Management of 
it; or that, if they thought otherwiſe, 
they rather choſe their Children ſnould 
be ruined by their own Conduct, than 


ſaved by any foreign Advice. If this 


Arrogance only rendered the Parents rĩ- 
diculous one ſnhould not need to be grear- 
ly concerned about it, eſpecially as their 


high Complacency in themſelves would 


— them eaſy, whateyer others might 


think or ſay of them; but when we 


conſider the unhappy. Conſequences. it 
e. Ad F 5 may 
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may produce, with Regard to the 
Temper and Conduct of the Riſing 
Generation, it will appear a vexy ſe- 
rious Evil, well Wor thy 2 particular 
mention, and a particular Care te 
guasd againſt it. 16 .! 
As for the Aſſiſtance of Miniſters in 
this Work of Education, I perſuade 
myſelf you will be ſo wiſe as thank- 
fully to embrace it, bath in publick 
and private; and let me urge you to 
improve it to the utmoſt. Accuſtom 
your Children to an early Conſtancy 
and Seriouſneſs in attending Divine Or- 
dinances, and be often yaurſelves en- 
quiring, and give us leave ſometimes 
to enquire, how they advance in Ac- 
quaintance with Religion, and in Love 
10 t. And more particularly let 
them attend on our Catechetical Lec- 
tures, which are peculiarly intended 

for their Serve. 
I BLEs»Gop,. I have ſeen. the happy 
Effects of this Exerciſe both in the 
Places where I:was educated (whilſti'a 
Child ®), and in thoſe where I Was for- 
IN erecting ent Lats 1 merly 
Hg ſton and St. Albans.” On the mention 
of which, I cannot forbear returning my, wblick 
[Thanks td my Reverend and Friends 
Nic „ a Mayo 


* 
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1 will not at large infiff on the Advan- 
bn which may attend it. You Gy 
ce 
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merly fixed; and as I am now intra- 


to continue it as long as I am. capable 
of publick S | 


ducing it amongſt you with an Intent 
55 


ck Service, I promiſe myſelf 
ou. moſt Hearty Concurrence in it. 


- 


- 


that it will be an Engagement to th 


Children to learn thoſe excelfent Sum- 


maries of Divine Truth, when their 


Progreſs in them is ſo often examined; 
by olivine 3. theenfves” e. 


ing it rehearſed by others, it will be 


more deeply fixed upon their Memo- 
ries; the Expoſition of it in a plain 
and familiar Manner may much im- 
prove their Underſtandings in the Doc- 
trines and Duties of Religion; and I 
will add, you that are rents may, 


by attending on theſe Occaſions, poſſi- 


by learn ſomething as to the Way of 
opening and explaining Things, which 
you may ſucceſsfully practiſe at Home. 


Mr. Mayo and Mr. Clark; for the many excellent 
Inſtructions they gave me both in publick and 
private, when under their miniſterial Caxe in the 
Years of Childhood. As I would always retain 
a grateful and affectionate Remembtance of it, I 
cannot but pray, that the like Care may be as 
much the Practice, as it is the Duty of their Bre- 
thren, of every Denomination. 12 
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In conſequence of all we may hope, 
that, by the divine Bleſſing, ſome good 
Impreſſions may be made on the Minds 
of Children. And when they find a 
Miniſter willing to take Pains to in- 
ſtruct them, when they hear him ſeri- 
ouſly and tenderly PRs with them, 
and pleading with Gop for them, it 
may much engage their Affections to 


him, and ſo promote his Uſefulneſs a- | 


mongſt them in other Ordinances and 
in future Years. And give me leave to 
ſay upon this Head, that as no wiſe 
and good Miniſter will think it be- 
neath him to deſire the Affection of 
the Children of his Congregation, ſo 
it is the Duty of Parents to cheriſh in 
their Offspring, Sentiments of Reſpect 
and Love to all the faithful Miniſters 


of Cnixisr, and eſpecially towards 
thoſe who Sor et amongſt them. 


Whatever Miſtakes you may diſcover 
in our Conduct, or whatever Deficien- 
cies in our Publick Miniſtrations, you 
ſhould ſtudy to conceal them from the 
Notice of your Children; left they thould 
grow up in a Contempt of thoſe, whoſe 


rvices might otherwiſe be highly ad- 
yantageous to them. ä 


5 


6. LASTLY, 
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6. LasTLy, Be earneſt in Prayer 
to Gop for his Bleſſing on your At- 


tempts in the Education of your Chil- 


dren, if you deſire to ſee them ſuc- 


ceſsful. 


Tu is I would leave with you as 


my laſt Advice; and though I have 


had frequent occaſion to hint at it before, 
and would now more particularly urge 
it on your attentive Regard, op is 
the Author of every good and every per- 


fell Gift ®, it is he that has formed the 


Mind and the Tongue, and hat teaches 


Man Knowledge F and Addreſs. On 
him therefore muſt you fix your De- 


ndance, to teach you ſo to conceive 


of divine Things, and ſo to expreſs 


your Conceptions of them, as may be 
moſt ſuited to the 93 the Diſ- 
poſitions, and the Circumſtances of 


your Children; and to him you muſt. 
look to 9 teach them to profit by all, 


by his Almighty Grace 10 open their Ear 

unio Diſcipline, and to bow their Heart 

unto Underſtanding ||. 5 
A RHEATHEN Poet could teach the 


Romans, in a Form of publick and 


folemn Devotion, to look up to Hea- 
0 Jam. i. 17. 4 Pfal, xciv. 10, {IL xlviu. 17. 
Prov. ii. 2. n 
N ven 


ven for Influences from thence, to form 
their Youths to the Love and Practice 
of Virtue “. Surely you, my Friends, 
are under much greater Obligations to 
do it, and that in a Chriſtian Manner ; 
earneſtly entreating the Gon of Grace 
to ſend down on your riſing Offspring 
the Effuſions of that Bleſſed Sprgip 
which was purchaſed by the Blood of 

 CarisT, and is depoſited in his com- 


paſſionate Hand, If you have taſted 


that the Lord is gracious, you are daily 
cConſtant Errand 223 Throne of Grace 

to plead for your Children there. 
Wreſtle with God in ſecret for the 
Life of their Souls, and for thoſe rege- 
nerating Influences on which it de- 
pends; and in thoſe Family Devotions, 


which I hope you dare not neglect, let 


the little Ones, from their earlieſt In- 
fancy, have a ſhare in your Remem- 
brance. You may humbly hope, that 
he by whoſe Encouragement and Com- 
mand you pray, will not ſuffer theſe 
Supplications, to be like Water ſpill upon 
the | Ground: and, in the Nature of 
Di bonos Mores docili Fuvente 4 
; Date 1 


e Car. Szc, ver. 45, 46. 


living on thoſe Supplies; let it Be your 
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things, it may tend to make ſerious 
Impreſſions on the Minds of your 
Children, to hear their own Caſe men- 
vioncd in Prayer, and may diſpoſę them 
with greater Regard, to attend on what 
you ſay to them, when they find you 
ſo frequently, ſo-ſolemnly, and ſo ten- 
derly pleading with Gop for them. 
Dou not that every faithful Mi- 
niſter of CuRISTH will moſt heartily 


| concur with you, in ſo great and neceſ- 


ſary a Requeſt, May Gop return to 
our united Addreſſes _ an Anſwer | 
Peace! May he pour out his Spirit 2 

our Seed, and his Bleſſing on our Off- 
ſpring, that they may grow up before 
him as Willows by the Water Courſes T; 
chat they may be to their Parents for a 
Comfort, to the Church for a Support, 
and to our Goo for a Name and a 
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_ SERMOILIY. 


On the Education of CHILDREN, 


Train up 4 Child in the Way be 
ſhould go, and when. he is old he 
will not depart from it. 


IN treating on this Subject of Edu- 
cation, I have all along endeavoured, 

according to my uſual Manner, to 
make my Diſcourſes as practical as I 
could, While-I was deſcribing, and 
recommending the Way, and offering 
my Advices, with regard to the Man- 
ner of conducting Children into it, 
moſt of what I ſaid under thoſe Gene- 
rals was an Application to you. I 
have therefore left myſelf the leſs to 
do here ; yet I was not willing to con- 
clude my Diſcourſes ona Subject, which 
it is probable I ſhall never ſo largely 

reſume, without - 


{| FovxTuLL, A particular Addreſs 
to my Hearers, according to your 
different 


WN 
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for your good *. 


WT” TON Op 
different Relations, and Characters in 
Life. | „ 


3 * I promiſed as my fourth and 
laſt General, and I enter on it with- 
out farther Preface ; humbly begging, 
that Gop, who has ſo intimate an Ac- 
ceſs to all our Hearts, would enable 
me to ſpeak in the moſt awakening 
and edifying manner.; and that he 

would, by his Bleſſed Spirit, apply it 
to your Conſciences, that it may be 
as a Nail faſtened in a ſure Place; 


that hearing and knowing theſe Things for 


your ſelves, you may hear and know them 
I wourD here particularly addreſs 
myſelf, firſt ro Parents, then to Chil- 
dren, and in the laſt Place to thoſe 
oung Perſons who are grown up to 


Tears of Maturity, but not yet faxed 


in Families of their own. 


I. LET me addreſs my Diſcourſe to 
thoſe of you that are Parents ; whether 
4 have been negligent of the Duties I 

ave now been urging, or through Grace 
careful in the Diſcharge of them. 


* Jobv. 27. Text and F 
| _ 
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1. To thoſe who have been grolly 
negligent in this important Care, 

I nave here one Advantage not 
common to every Subject; I mean, 
that the guilty will immediately know 
themſelves. When we apply our ſelves 
in general to unconverted Sinners, Ig- 
norance of the nature of true Religi- 


on, a Neglect of canverſing with your 


own Souls, or the infinuating Preju- 


dices of Self-Love, may diſguiſe the: 


true State of the Caſe, and teach Peo- 
ple to ſpeak Peace to themſelves, under 


the moſt awful Denunciations of 


Wrath and Vengeance. But here, one 
would imagine, that the Recollection 
of a few Moments might be ſufficient 
to determine the Caſez becauſe the 
Queſtion relates to paſt Fact, and 
that not merely one particular Action, 


but to a long Train and Succeſſion of 


Labours and Attempts. 

Now let your Conſciences witneſs 
whether J am guilty of a Breach of 
Charity, when J take it for granted, 
that there are ſome amongſt you, who 
have been and are very negligent of 


the Duty I have now been enforcing? 


You have probably contented your 
ſelves with teaching your Children ” 
* : a E l read; 


A e 
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read, and ſetting he to learn, like 
Parrots, à Prayer, 2 rf too, 
a Catechifm an Cel. But J ap- 
peal to your B BEL you 
from the very D LY their Birth to 
this Time, ever | one Hour in ſe- 
riouſly „ Xi ram, in the Know- 
ledge of Gop, and endeavouring to 
form them, to his Fear and Service; 
in ſetting before them the. Miſery. of 
their natural Condition, and ur 15 
them to apply to CuRIST for 7” F 
and Salvation ; in repreſenting the 

lemnities of Death, and Judg ment, ang 


the Eternal World, and —.— an im- 
mediate and diligent lc | 


Where is the Time, where t 


TAE 
that can witneſs that you have b | 


pouring out your Souls before Gon = 
their Account, and wreſtling with him 
for their Lives, as knowing they muſt 


periſh for ever, without the Righteouſ- 


neſs of his So, and the Grace of his 
Spirit? Where or when have you thus 
prayed with them, or for them? What 


Sermon have you heard, what Scrip- 


ture have you read with this Thought, 


« This will I carry to my Children, 


and communicate to them as the 
5 Food of welt Souls : 9 1 fear there 


. 


n) 
are ſeveral of you that have been ſo 
far from doing it, that you have 
hardly ever ſeriouſly thought of it as a 
Hing to be done. 

Ap I would aſk, why have you 
not thought of it, and why have you 
not done it? Are theſe Creatures that 


you have produced, like the other Ani- 


mals of your Houſes or your Field, 


mere animated Syſtems of Fleſh and 


Blood, made to take a Turn in Life 


for a few Days and Months, and then 


to ſink into everlaſting Forgetfulneſs? 
Or are they rational and immortal 


Creatures, that muſt exiſt for ever in 


Heaven, or in Hell? This is not a 
Matter of doubt with you, and yet 
you behave as if the very contrary to 
your Belief were evident certain Truth. 
In ſhort, *tis a moſt barbarous Part 
you act, and more like that of an Ene- 
my than a Parent. 

IT is not that you are infenſible of 
the workings of Paternal Tenderneſs. 
No, far from that, it may perhaps 
ſometimes riſe to a weak and criminal 
Dotage, yet I repeat it again, you are 
acting a hoſtile and barbarous Part. 
You are greatly ſolicitous for their 
Temporal: Happineſs. For this you 

| : | labour 
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labour and watch; for this you deny 
yourſelves many an Enjoyment, and 
ſubject yourſelves to many an, uneaſy 
Circurnſtance ; but, alas! Sirs, where 
is the real Friendſhip of all this, while 
the precious Soul is neglected? Your 
Children are born with a corrupted Na- 
ture, perverted by ſinful Examples, 
ignorant of Gop, in a State of grow- 
ing Enmity to him, and, in conſe- 
guence of all, | expoſed to his Wrath 
and Curſe, and in the Way to ever 
laſting Ruin; in the mean time it is 
your great Care that they may paſs 
through this precarious, momentary 
Life, in Eaſe and Pleaſure, perhaps in 
Abundance and Grandeur; that is, in 
ſuch Circumſtances as will probably lull 
them into a Forgetfulneſs of their 
Danger, till there be no more Hope. 
How cruel a Kindneſs ! 5 


Tr brings to my Mind che Account 


which an ancient Writer * gives us of 


the old Cartbaginians, which I can 
never recollett without great Emo- 


tion. He is ſpeaking of that diabo- 
lical. Cuſtom which ſo long prevailed 


amongſt them, of offering their Chil- 


eas: + es 


dren 
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dren to à deteſtable Idol, (which Was 
formed in frich+ 4 Manner, that an 


Infant put itito its Hands, wich were 
ſtretched out to rechive it; would im- 


mediately fall into a Gulph of Fire“) 


He adds a Cireumſtance which. one 


cannot mention without Horror, that 


the Mothers wWHLm with their own Hands 
preſented He"liftle Irfocents, thought 
it an' uhforttinate Ometi chat the Vic- ; 
tim ſhould Be” offered weeping, and 
therefore uſed a great many fond Ar. 
tifices to divert it, that ſoothed by 
the Kiſſes and Careſſes of a Parent, 1 
12 mile in the dreadful Moment 

Wiehl it Was to he given up to 
ah Idol r. Pardon me, my Friends, 
ſu h is your Phrental Care and Love; 
ſuch ybur Concern for the pteſent Eaſe 
and Proſperity of your Children, while 
their Souls are neglected: A fond So- 


licitude chat they may pals ſmiling into 


the Hands of the Deſtro oyer | 151 
Fou know with — uſt Severity 
'Gop reckons | with tke Hale i for 


* Diod. Sic. lb. XX. cap. 14. Euſeb. Prep, 


-Evang. lib. iv. cap, 7. 


7 Blandiciis & Olcula comprimente'V agitum 
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their abominable Wickedneſs in tak- 
ing his Sons and his Daughters (for ſo he 
calls the Children of his profeſſing 
People) and ſacrificing them 10. be de- 
voured *', and can you ſuppoſe he will 
take no Notice of the unnatural neg- 
lect of yours. Not to endeavour .to 
fave, is to deſtroy, ; and'is it a. little 
Guilt when an immbrral Soul is in 


| queſtion? You probably remember thoſe 


terrible Words in Exekiel, (may they 
be deeply inſcribed on the Hearts of 
all whom they concern I) Sox f Man, 


I have. made thee a Watchman. to the 


Houſe of Iſrael, therefore hear thou. the 
Ward from my Mouth, and ; give then 


Warning from me--and if thou ſpeakeſt not 
ts warn the wicked from his wicked Way, 


to ſave bis Life, the wicked Man ſhall 


die in bis Iniquity, but his, Blood will I 


require at thine Hand +, If ever you 
read this Paſſage with Attention, you 
muſt own *tis exceedingly awful, and 
muſt be ready to ſay, The Loxp be 
merciful to Miniſters they have a 
ſolemn Account to give. Indeed they 
have; and we thank you if you ever 


beſtow : a e e Ta and 


Prayer 
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Prayer upon us. But permit me to. 
| remind you, that though it be our. 
of _ Caſe, it is not ours alone; you have. 
| likewiſe your Share in it. Your Chil- , 

| dren are much more immediately . 
i committed to your Care, than you. 
and they are committed to ours, and. 
by all Parity of Reaſon, if they pe-! 
. Tiſh in their Iniquities, while you neg- . 
lect to give them Warning, their Blood. 
will be required at your Hanßcd. 
Anp when Gop comes to make Ju- « 
quiſition for that Blood, how will you . 
be able to endure it? That awefulſ , 
Day will open upon you, and the « 
Tribunal of Gop, in all its Terrors, Þ « 
will ſtand unvailed before me. Give « 
[| me leave to direct your Eyes to it « 
Fil in this diſtant Proſpect, while there is . 
yet room to mitigate thoſe Terrors. « 
If you go on in this cruel Negligence «, 
of the Souls of your Children, how « 
will you dare to meet them at that « 
Judgment Seat? How will you be able « 
to anſwer the great FaTHER of Spi- ie 
"Tits, when expoſtulating with you on] ,, 
account of bis Offspring, as well as} 
yours, who have been betrayed and . 
ruined by your Neglect Þ-<<Tahuman 7 
« Creatures. (may H juſtly ſay) to 
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6121) 
«© whom ſhould I have committed the 
« Care of them, rather than to you? 
« Did they not by my Appointment, 
« derive their Being from you? Did 
« I not implant in your Hearts the 
% natural Affections of Parents to- 
« wards them? And to encreaſe the 
«'Obligation, did they not paſs through 


f 


« the tendel Scenes of Infancy and 


„ Childhood in your Arms, under 


e your Eye? If you had no Com- 
& paſſion for their periſning Souls, if 
« you would exert no Efforts for 
« their' Deliverance and Salvation, 
« from- whom could thoſe Compal- 
“ ſions,” thoſe "Efforts have been ex- 
&« pected? But wherein did they ap- 
« pear? Behold the Book of my Re- 
% membrance; the Records of thy 
Life thrown open before thee: Where 
«x the Memorial of one Hour ſpent 
«jn holy Taſtruction, or in fervent 
« Prayer With them or for them? 
« Can I approve, can I acquit you 
te on ſuch a Review? Or Hall I not 
e rather viſit for theſe Things, and 
« ſhall not my Soul be avenged for 
* ſuchia Conduct as this? 


n - ved 


2 


1 
Ax p your Children will they 


1 % 


+ 4 " 


be filent on the Occaſion ? Did Adam 
in the Diſtreſs and Amazement of his 
Soul, in the Preſence of his Judge, 
accuſe Eve, his Wife, ſo lately taken 
from his Side, and committed to his 
Protection, and ſtill, : no doubt, ap- 
pearing lovely in the midſt of Sor- 
row, and will your Children in that 
terrible Day ſpare you? You may ra- 
ther expect, they will labour to the 
utmoſt to aggravate a Crime which 


' coſts them ſo dear, that ſo they may, 
if poſſible, alleviate their own Guilt, | 


or if not, indulge. their Revenge. 
« O God,“ (may they perhaps then 
oy out in the moſt piercing Accents 
of Indignation and Deſpair) * thou 
« art righteous in the Sentence thou 
ce paſſeſt upon us, and we juſtly die 
« for our own Intquity-- We have 
« deſtroyed ourſelves. But wilt thou 
„ not remember that our Ruin 1s 
& in part Chargeable here? Had 
& theſe our Parents been faithful 


«a 


“ to thee, and to us, it had 
«© perhaps been prevented. Had 
« our Infancy been formed by reli- 
« pious Inſtruction, we might not 


« have grown up to Wickedneſs ; 
a | e we 


( 123) : 

« we might not, in the Advance of 
« Life, have deſpiſed thy Word, and 
« trampled on thy Son, but might 
« this Day have been owned by thee 


« as thy Children, and riſing to that 


« Inheritance of Light and Glory 
« which we now behold at this un- 
« approachable Diſtance. Oh! curſed 
« be the Fathers that begat us; cur- 
e fed the Wombs that bare us; curſed 
« the Paps that gave us ſuck ! Re- 
« member us, O Lord, whilſt thou 
« art judging them, and let us have 


ee this one wretched Comfort, in the 


% midſt of all our Agonies, that it is 
* not with Impunity that they have 
i betrayed our Souls.” _ 

Txr1s is indeed ſhocking and diabo- 
lical Language ; and for that very 
Reaſon: *tis ſo much the more pro- 
bable on ſo dreadful an Occaſion. 
And give me leave to aſk you one 
Queſtion, my Friends, and I will 
conclude the Head. If your Chil- 
dren were thus crying out againſt 
you in the Bitterneſs of their ' Souls, 
could. you attempt to filence them, 
by reminding them of the Care which 
you took of their temporal Affairs, 
or the Riches and Grandeur in which 

„ vou 


F 
you left them on Earth? Nay, could 
you have the Heart ſo much as to 
mention ſuch a Trifle? And if you 
could not, then, in the Name of 
Gop, Sirs, how do you fatisfy your 
ſelves to confine all your Thonghts 
and Labours to that, which, by your 
own Confeſſion, will neither ſecure 
your Children from everlaſting Deſtruc- 
tion, nor, in the Review, give them 
one Moment's Relief when they are fal- 
ling into it? | 

I witL make no Apology for the 

Plainneſs or Earneſtneſs which I have 
_ _ uſed. Eternal Intereſts are at Stake, 
and the whole Tenour of Scripture 
ſupports me in what I ſay. I had ra- 
16 ther you ſhould be alarmed with hear- 
We; ing theſe Things from me now, than 
it * tormented with hearing them in ano- 
ther Manner, from your Children, and 
from Gop at laſt, If you pleaſe to 
take proper Meaſures for prevent- 
ing the Danger, I have told you the 
May at large: If you do not, I hope 
I may ſay I am, in this Reſpect, 
clear from your Blood, and the Blood 
of yours, who may periſh by your 


Means, Look you to it. 


* 


Bur 


IT 
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Bur 'tis high Time that I pro- 
ceed in my Addreſs, and apply my 
ſelf EY TR 


2. To thoſe Parents who have been 
careful to diſcharge the Duty we 
have ſo copiouſly deſcribed and en- 
forced, 1 | 


I cannoT ſuppoſe, that any of us 


| would pretend to maintain, that in 


this or any other- Branch of Dury, 
we have acted up to the utmoſt Ex- 
tent and Perfection of our Rule. I 
hope an humble Senſe of the Defi- 
ciencies of all the beſt of our Services, 
is frequently leading us to the be- 
lieving Views of a better Righteouſ- 
neſs than our own, in which alone 
we can dare to appear before a holy 
Gon, and anſwer the Demands of his 
perfect Law. Nevertheleſs, it is ſurely 


| allowable to rejoice in the Teſtimony 


of our Conſcience, with regard to the 
Regularity of our, own Behaviour, ſo 
far as it is conformable to Reaſon and 
Scripture; and it is an important Duty 
thankfully to own thoſe Influences of 
ſanctify ing and ſtrengthening Grace, by 
which we are what we are. 

ws. G 3 Is, 


#$; © 

Ir is with great Pleaſure ] recollect 
the Reaſon I have to- believe, that 
many of you, Chriftians, who hear 
me this Day, are, in the main, con- 
ſcientiouſly practiſing theſe Duties; 
and that ſome of you were doing it 
long before I was capable of exhorting 
and directing you. Acknowledge the 


ſingular Goodneſs of Gop, by which- 


you have been excited to them and fur- 
niſhed for them. 

Monk eſpecially have you Reaſon 
to adore ir, if through Grace you can 
ſay, with Regard to the preſent Suc- 


ceſs, what you may certainly ſay, as 


to the future Recompence, zhat your 
Labour in the Lord is not in vain *, 
Let Gop have the Glory of his own 
Work. I perfuade myſelf, you un- 
derſtand the Goſpel] too well to aſcribe 
it to the Prudence of your own Con- 
duct, the Strength of your Reaſoning, 


or the Warmth and Tenderneſs of your 


Addreſs. Whatever of theſe Advan- 
tages, you have poſſeſſed, were de- 
rived from Gop; and your very Care 
for your Offspring, is, (as the Apoſtle 
expreſſes it in a like Caſe) the earneſt 


® x Cor. xv. 58. 
Care 
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Care which Gop has put into your 

Heart *, But it was not this Care, or 

theſe Advantages alone, that produced 

ſo happy an Effect. In vain had your 
Doctrine from Day to Day dropped as 
the Rain, and diſtilled as the Dew, in 

the moſt gentle and inſinuating Man- 


ner; in vain had the precious Seed of 


the Word been ſown, with unwearied 
Diligence, and watered with Tears 
too, had not Gop commanded the 
Operations of his Bleſſed Spirit to 
come down, as a more efficacious 


Rain, as more fruitful Showers to wa- 


ter their Hearts. Oh ! be not inſenſi- 


ble of the Favour. Your own Souls 


might, to this very Day, have been a 
barren Wilderneſs, a Land of Drought, 
an Habitation of Devils ; and behold, 
not only they but your Families too 
are like a Field, like a Garden which 
the Lorxp has bleſſed. Go p might 
have cut you off many Years ago for 
n of his Covenant, or your 

reaches of it, and behold he is eſta- 
bliſhing it, not only with you, but 
your Seed after you, for an everlaſting 
Covenant. Methinks your Hearts 


* 2 Cor. viii. 16. 


6 4 ſhould 


Pf 
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ſhould overflow with Gratitude and 
holy Joy, while you dwell on ſuch 


| Reflections as theſe. This ſhould add 


a Reliſh to all the Pleaſure, you find in 
converſing with your Children; this 
ſhould quicken you to. farther Dili- 
gence in cultivating thoſe Graces, 


which you have the Satisfaction to 
fee already implanted 3, this ſhould 


reconcile: you to all the 3 
8 


with which Providence may exerciſe 
either you or them; this, ſhould ſup- 


port you in the Views of a Separa- 


tion, either by your own Death or 


by theirs; ſince you have ſo comfor- 
table a Hope, that if they are remo- 
ved they will go to a heavenly Fa- 
ther, and that 15 they are left behind 
you, they will be * and ha ppy 
under his Care, till you meet in a 
becter World, where you will be 
for ever to each other a mutual Glory 
and Joy. 

Bur I cannot congratulate you on 
ſuch an Occaſion, withour the Danger 
of adding Affliction to the afflicted 
Parents, whoſe Circumſtances, alas ! 


are far different from yours, I fear, 


my Friends, that thereare ſome amongſt 


you who look round you, and look 


forwards 


(129) 
forwards with far different Proſpects; 
ſome who are, with bleeding Hearts, 
borrowing. the Complaint which we, 
who are the Miniſters of the Goſpel, 
ſo frequently breath forth, Ve have 
laboured in vain, and ſpent: our Stkength 


for naught. «+ Oh!” (may you perhaps 


add) that it were only in vain | Thofe 
& dear Children, which we early do- 
« voted to Gop in Baptiſm, which we 
« endeavoured to educate in the Know- 
« ledge and Fear of the Loxp, the 
60 Children of our Hopes, the Children 
« of our Prayers, are unfruitful under 
« /a]l our: Cultivation, or, it may. be, 

cc viſibly turned aſide from the 3 
« Ways in which they were trained 
% up; as if they had known them 
« only to reject and affront them: 
« ſo that, we have Reaſon to fear, 
«that all we have already done; as it 
« is an Aggravation of their Guilt, will 
« be a renn Aggravation of 
6 their Ruin.“ 

Ix is indeed; a very pitiable Caſe. 
We owe you our Compaſſions, and 
we owe you our Prayers : but permit 
us to inter mix our Conſolations am- 
our Admonitions. You have at lea( 
delivered your own Souls; and as you, 
G 5 participate 


2 


* 
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participate in the Sorrows of faithful 
Miniſters, you may ſhare in their 
Comforts too; and ſay with them, 


though the Objects of our compaſ- 


ſionate Care be not gathered, yet Hall 


' we be glorified *, for our Work is with 
ibe LurpD, and our Reward with our 


Gop. Go on therefore in the midſt 


of all your Diſcouragements, and, in 


this reſpect, be not weary of well- 
doing. Take heed of ſuch a Deſpair, 


as would cut the Sinews of future 
Endeavours. If your Child were la- 


bouring under any bodily Diſtemper, 
you would be very unwilling that 


the Phyſicians ſhould quite give him 
over, and try no farther Medicines, 


You would follow them, and ſay, 
Can nothing more be done? Is there 
« not the leaſt glimmering of Hope?“ 
Alas! my Friends, a Child given up by 
a pious Parent, 1s, to a believing Eye, 
a much more melancholy Sight than 
a Patient given over by the Phyſicians. 


Excuſe me then, if I follow you with 


the Queſtion — Can nothing more 
ebe done? Is there not the leaſt glim- 


% mering of Hope?” Who told you, 
® Ifajah xlix. 5. ; | 
| that 


4 a ah. a 


„ 
that the Sentence of Condemnation is 
ſealed, while you are ſure it is not 
executed. Is the Danger extrem? 
Let your Efforts be ſo much the more 
zealous, your Admonitions ſo much 


the more frequent and ſerious, your 


Prayers ſo much the more earneſt 
and importunate. And on the whole 
(to allude to the Words of David, 
on a much lower Occaſion) * 7! 
may be, the Lok Do will be gracious 
that the Child may live, and the fad 
Apprehenſions which you now enter- 
tain, may only ſerve to encreafe the 
Joy with which you ſhall then ſay, 
＋ This my Son was dead and is alive 
again, was loſt and is found. 


II. I wour p addreſs myſelf to Chil- 


| dren, To you, the dear Lambs of 
the Flock, whom I look upon as no 


contemptible Part of my Charge. I 
have been ſpeaking - for you a great 
while, and now give me leave to 
_ 10 you, and pray do you en- 
eavour, forga few Minutes, to mind 
every Word that I ſay. | 


* 2 Sam. xii, 222 I Luke xv. 24. 
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Tou ſee, *tis your Parent's Duty to 
bring you up for Gop. The great 
Gop of Heaven and Earth has been 
pleaſed to give his expreſs Command, 
that you ſhould be trained up in the 
Way in which you ſhould. go, even in 
the Nurture and Admonition of the 
Lorp. 'Tis the wonderful Goodneſs 
of Gon to give ſuch a Charge, and 
methinks you ſhould be affected with 
it, and ſhould be enquiring what you 
ſhould do in Return. ,, © + ; 


Now there are three Things, which 


I wonld aſk of every one of you, in 
Return for this gracious Notice which 
the great Gop has taken of you Chil- 
dren ; and I am ſure, if you love your 


own Souls, you will not deny me any 
of them. Be willing to learn the 


Things of Gop; pray for them that 


teach you, and ſee to it you don't learn 
them in vain. Liſten diligently that 
you may underſtand and remember 
each of theſe. | 


1. Bz willing to learn the Things 
of Gop. ie 


Tux Things of Gop are very de- 
lghtful, and they are very — 
| | | an 2 


3 
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cellent Inſtructions; that you may know 


j 
[ 
7 
[ 
: 
| 1 
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and, whatever you may think of it, 
your Life depends on your Acquain- 


tance with them. So CHRIST himſelf 
ſays, * This is Life Eternal, that they 
may know. thee, the, only true Gov, and 
19598 CHRIST, whom thou haſt ſent. 
Therefore you, Children, ſhould, not 


think much: of the labour of learning 


theſe Things. Oh! far from that, you 
ſhould be every Day upon your Knees, 
bleſſing. Gop that you may be taught 


to know him, and to know CHRIST. 


Gop has done a great deal more for 
vou than he has for many others. 
You might have been born in a Place 
where you would never have ſeen a 
Bible in all your Lives; where you 
would. never have heard of the Name 
of CHRIST ; where you might never 


have been inſtructed in the Nature of 


Duty and Sin, nor have beęn told of 
the World beyond the ER z and 
ſo would probably have fallen into 


Hell, before you had known there 
was ſuch a, Place. And the great 


Gop has ordered Matters ſo,, that ,you. 


ape born under the Light of the Goſ- 
pel, and have ſuch plain and ſuch ex- 


if Qt 2 John xvii. 3. ö 2 
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more of divine Things in your Infancy, || Pa 
than the Wife Men amongſt the Hea- In | 
then did, when they were old and I Pla 
grey-headed, and had ſpent all their | &* 
wth in Study. And will you be fo G 

ungrateful, as not to be willing to 80 
learn, when ſuch Provifion is *.. 4 
for your Inſtruction? Gop forbid. || ** 
Shall Gop give you his Word, and P; 
your Parents and Miniſters employ ft 
their Time, and their Pains, to rom g 
you the meaning of it, and will 
refuſe to attend to it? That were fooliſh 1 
and wicked indeed. I hope much bet- fl 
ter Things of you. That's my firſt 


Advice ; be willing to learn. I add, f 
2. Paar for thoſe chat are to teach ) 
ye ou. b c 
; Iv 0 

| 


I wout'p hope you, ltle Gestüte. 
dare not live without Prayer. I hope 
God, who ſees in ſecret, ſees many of 
you on your Knees every Morning 
and every Evening, aſking a Bleſſing 
from him as your heavenly Father.” 
Now let me entreat you, that at ſuch 
Times you would pray for thoſe that 
inſtruct you in dine Things, pray 
that Gop would bleſs them for it, and 


pray 


get. 


_(n35) | 
pray that he would help them in it. 
In praying thus for us, you do indeed 
pray for your ſelves. There is a 
racious Promiſe to the People of 
ob, and they ſhall be all taught 
Gop. Pray that it may be fulfilled. 
Pray that Gop would teach us to 
teach you elſe we fhall attempt it to 


very little purpoſe. Pray for your 


Parents, and pray for your Mini- 
ſters. | 

Pray for your Parents. That Gon 
would help them to inſtruct you in 
ſuch a Manner as they have now been 
directed. That they may do it plainly, 
ſo that you may - able to under- 
ſtand what they fay; and ſeriouſly, that 
you may be brought to a holy Awe 
of Gop; and tenderly, that you may be 
engage to love Gop and his Word, 
and CHRIST and his Ways; and pray 
that your Parents may be ſtirred up 
to do it frequently, to give you Line 
upon Line, and Precept npon Pre- 


| cept, that you may be put in Mind 


of what you are ſo ready to for- 


Anp let me deſire you, my dear 
Charge, when you pray for your 
Parents to pray for your Minifter 
| | oO. 
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too, | J declare it again in the moſt 
publicx Manner, it is my earneſt 


8 * 


3. Tax heed that you do not 
learn in vain. 


N Tux great Truths which you are 
taught from the Word of Gop, are 


not intended merely to fill your Heads 


with Notions, but to make your 
Hearts and Lives more holy. You 
know the Way to your Father's Houſe 
every Step of it, but that would never 
carry you Home, if you would not 
g 0 in it. No more will it ſignify to 
know the Way to Heaven, unleſs you 
walk in it. I you know theſe Toingh, 
r ays 


0. 
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ſays the Lox p Jesus Cx ist himſelf, 


bappy are ye if 2. do them And I 
may add, that if you do them not, it 
had been happier for you if you had 
never known them. Dear Children, 
conſider it; it is but a little while, 
and you muſt die. And when thoſe 
active Bodies of yours are become 
cold, mouldering Clay, the great Gop 


Cale and Earth will call your 


yls to his Judgment Seat. As ſure 
as.you are now in his Houſe, you will 
ſhortly,. very ſhortly, be ſtanding be- 
fore his awful Throne. Then he will 
examine to what Purpoſe you have 
heard ſo many religious Inſtructions, 
ſo many good Leſſons. Then he will 
examine whether you had feared him, 
and. loved him, and ſerved him, and 
received the Logp Jesus into your 
Hearts, as your Saviour and your 
A whether you have choſen Sin or 
Holineſs for your Way, Earth or 


1 


5 455 for your Portion. And if it 
e found that you have lived without 
Thought and without Prayer, without 


any Regard to the Eye of God always 


upon you, and the Word of Gop al- 
ways before you, it will be a moſt la- 


* John xiii. 17. 


mentable 
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mentable Caſe. You will have Reaſon 
to wiſh you had never heard of theſe 
Things at all; for he has ſaid, “ zhe 
Servant which knew his Lorp's Will, 
and did it not, ſball be beaten with 
many Stripes. Even while I am ſpeak- 


ing to you, Death is coming on, per- 


„ 


haps his Scythe may cut you down, 
while you are but coming up as Flow- 
ers, I ſpeak to you thus plainly and 
earneſtly, ' becauſe I don't know but 
9 may be in Eternity before another 

oRD's Day. Oh! pray earneſtly 
that Gop would: give you his Grace to 
fit you for Glory, and that all you 
learn may be ſo bleſſed, that you may 


be made wiſe to Salvation by it. The 


Loxp grant that it may 

Axp I have one Thing to tell you 
for your Encouragement, and then 1 
have done with you for this Time. 
How young ſoever you are, and how 
broken ſoever your Prayers may be, 
the great and glorious Loxp of Angels 
and Men, will be willing to hear what 
you ſay. You may be ſure to be wel- 


come to the Throne of Grace. The 


Lorp JEsus CHRIST, when he was 


upon Earth, was very angry with 


Luke xii. 47. 


thoſe 
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on | thoſe who would have hindered little 
ſe Children from coming to him. ＋ He 
he | ſaid, ſuffer little Children io come unto 
, | me, and forbid them, for of ſuch is the 
th Kingdom of Heaven. And ChRISsT is 
- | as compaſſionate now as he ever was. 
r- | Go to him, and you may humbly 
1, | hope, he will, as it were, take you up 
into his Arms and bleſs you. He has 
d ſaid it, and I hope you will never 
t | forget it; I love them that love me, 
rand they that ſeek me early ſhall find me“. 

7 | Oh! that I were but as ſure that every 
» Child in this Aſſembly would go and 
1 
p 


aſk a Bleſſing from CHRIST, as I am 
that our dear Logp is willing to be- 
ſtow it ! 


III. I sHALL conclude with addreſ- 
ſing myſelf to thoſe young Perſons 
who are grown up to Years of Ma- 
turity, under the Advantages of a 're- 
ligious Education, and are not yet fixed 

in Families of their own. 


1 * 
noe wy e * 
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nor that many of you have been 
ſenſible, of the Value of thoſe Oppor- 
tunities you have enjoyed, and by di- 
vine Grace, have been enabled to im- 
+ Mark x. 13, 14. ® Prov. viii. 21. 
| prove 
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prove them well ; yet I muſt add, that 
I fear there are others amongſt you 
who have unhappily neglected and a- 


buſed them. I muſt apply myſelf diſ- 


tinctly to each of you. 


1. To thoſe young Perſons who have 
neglected and abuſed the Advantages 
of a Religious Education. 


I conyrss there are hardly any to 


whom 1 ſpeak with ſo little Pleaſure, 
becauſe I have ſeldom leſs Reaſon to 
hope [ ſhall ſucceed, What ſhall I ſay 
to you? What can I ſay that you 
have not often heard, and often de- 
ſpiſed ? One is almoſt tempted, in ſuch 
a Circumſtance, to turn Reaſonings 
and Expoſtulations into Upbraidings: 
To adopt thoſe too paſſionate Words 
of Moſes, * Hear now, ye Rebels, 
* you that have grown up in the 
« Knowledge, and yet the Contempt 


« of divine Things; you that have 


« diſappointed the Hopes and lighted 
e the Admonitions of your pious Pa- 
« rents, and ſo have broken their 
« Spirits, and, it may be, their Hearts 
&« too, and have brought down their 


Numb. xx. 10. 
| % Har) 


Ut 
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« hoary Hairs with Sorrow to the Grave f. 
« One way or another you have per- 
te haps ſilenced them. But is it a ſmall 
« Thing unto you that you have thus 
« wearied Men, and will you attempt to 


« wwearyourGop alſo?* Can you dare to 


ce hope that you ſhall at laſt carry thoſe 
« proud thoughtleſs Heads triumphant 
ce over all the Terrors of his Word?“ 
You imagine it a very happy Circum- 
ſtance, that you have got. Looſe 
from thoſe mortifying Leſſons and un- 
eaſy Reſtraints, , you were once. under, 


But really when one ſeriouſly conſi- 


ders whither theſe Liberties lead you; 


.and where they will probably. end, 
a juſt Reſentment of your Ingratitude 


is almoſt diſarm'd, and Indignation is 
converted into Pity. FER 

ALas ! Sinners, the Way of all 
Tranſereſſors is hard, but yours is pe- 
culiarly o. You, to whom I am now 


addreſſing, are in the Morning of your 


Days, and it is not to be ſuppoſed, 


that the Impreſſions of a good Edu- 


cation are yet intirely effaced. What 
future Years may do, I know not; 


but hitherto, I perſuade my ſelf, you 
have frequently your Reflections and 


+ Gen. xl. * Iſa. vii. 13. 
your 
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E Convictions. Convictions which 
ve Force enough to torment you, 
though not to reform you; to plant 
Thorns in the Paths of Sin, though 
not to reduce you to thoſe of Duty. 
But if you feel nothing of this Re- 
morſe and Anxiety, then is ſuch a 
dead Calm more dreadful than the 
fierceſt Storm and Tumult of Thought, 
A ſad Indication that your Courſe in 
Wickedneſs has been exceeding ſwift ; 
indeed ſo ſwift, that it is probable it 
may not be long. Oh that it might 


immediately be ſtop'd by divine Grace, 
rather than by th 


the Vengeance you 
have ſo much Reaſon to fear! 

AT leaſt be engaged to pauſe in 
it for a few Moments, and let Rea- 
ſon and Conſcience be permitted to 
ſpeak. How is it that you make 

our ſelves, I will not ſay intirely, 
3 eaſy? Is it by the Diſ- 
belief of Chriſtianity? Do you ſe- 
cretly ſuſpect that the Goſpel is 


but a cunningly deviſed Fable; yet 


even that Suſpicion is not - enough, 
Let. me rather aſk, Are you ſo 
« confident it is ſo, that you will 


venture to ſtake even the Life of 
your Souls upon its Falſhood 15 
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If you were, yet it is amazing to me 


how, even on the Principles of Na- 
tural' Religion alone, Perſons in your 
Circumſtances can make themſelves 
ealy. Can any of the Libertines of 
the. preſent Age, that believe a Gop, 
imagine that he is ſuch a one as 
themſelves ? Can they flatter them- 
ſelves ſo far as to hope that they, 
in the Ways of . Negligence, Pro- 
faneneſs and Debauchery, are like to 
meet with a more favourable Treat- 
ment from him, than thoſe pious 

Parents whoſe Principles they deride z 
or that this looſe and irregular, Courſe 


vill end better, than that Life of 


Prayer and Self-Denial of F aith and 
Love, of Spirituality and heavenly 
Mindedneſs, which they diſcern'd in 
them? Few are ſo abandon'd, even 
of common Senſe, as to think this? 

Bur theſe are more diſtant Con- 


— 1 bleſs Go p, this kind of 


Infidelity is not in -Faſhion here. 


Tou aſſent to the Goſpel as true, and 


therefore muſt. know that Gop who 
obſerves - and records your Conduct 
now, will bring you into Judgment 
for it another Day. And if you go 
thus, how will you ſtand in that 


4 Judg- 
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Judgment ? What will you plead ? 
On what wil you repoſe the Conf. 
dence of your Souls, that will not 
prove a broken Reed, which will go 
up into your Hand, and pierce you 
deep, in Proportion to the Streſs you 
lay upon it? While you behave like 4 
Generation' of Vipers,” think not to' ſay 
within your ſelves, We have' Abra- 
ham for eee Father e. Think not to 
plead a Relation to the religious Pa- 
rents, whoſe Gop and whoſe” Ways 
you have forfaken, Think not to 

plead an. early Dedication to him in 


— Bap tiſma Covenant, ich ou 


lla ve brokth; ie '2hd in- Fact 
renounced. Thin ndt td plead that 
external Profeſſion which you have ſo 
ſhamefully contradicted, and even by 
wearing it diſhonoured. You: will 
ſee the Weakneſs of ſack: Pleas as 
theſe, and will not dare to trifle with 
that awful Tribunal ſo far as to men- 
tion them there And when you are 
your ſelves thus filent and confound- 
ed, Who will appear as an Advocate 

in your Favour?-'Your Parents were 
often preſenting © their Supplications 
and Interceſſions for you before the 


„Matth. iii. 


1 4 * Throne 
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Throne of Grace, but there will be 
no Room to preſent them before the 
Throne of Juſtice.: Nor will they 
have any Inclination to do it. All 


the Springs of natural Fondneſs will 


be dried up; they will no longer 


regard you as their Children, when 
they ſee you in the accurſed Number 
of the Enemies of their Gop. | 
And when you are thus diſowned by 
your Parents, and diſowned by Gop, 
whither will you cauſe your Shame and 
your Terror to go? You who have had. 
ſo many Privileges, and ſo many Op- 
portunities, perhaps I may add, fo, 
many fond preſumptuous Hopes too, 
how will you bear to ſee Multitudes. 
coming from carnal and profane Fa- 
milies, to ſhare with your Parents in 
the Inheritance of Glory from which. 
you are excluded? You who were the: 
Children of the Kingdom, whoſe Re- 
morſe therefore muſt be rhe more cut- 
ting, whoſe Condemnation therefore 
mutt be the more weighty. Obſerve 
in how ſtrong and lively a View, 
our Lord has repreſented this. awful. 
Thought, in Words, which though. 
immediately addreſſed to the unbclicy- 


to. 
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to you. There ſhall be weeping and 
wailing and gnaſhing of Teeth, when ye 
fee Abraham and Iſaac and Facob (your 
. pious Anceſtors) in the Kingdom of 
Heaven, and you your ſelves. fhut out. 
And many ſhall come from. the North, 
and the South, and the Eaſt, and the 
Weſt, and ſhall fit down with them in 
the Kingdom of Gop, but the Children 
of the Kingdom ſhall be ſhut out. 

Bur thro? the divine Forbearance 
vou are not yet ſhut out. There 1s 
ſtill hope-even for you, if you will 
now return to the Gop of your Fa- 
thers,. from whom, by theſe aggra- 
vated Tranſgreſſions, you have ſo 
deeply revolted. Let me then once 


more tenderly entreat you, and ſo- 


lemaly charge you, by the Conſola- 
tions of the Living, and by the Me- 
mory. of the pious Dead, by your 
preſent Comforts, by your future 
Hopes, by the nearly approaching 
Solemnities of Death and Judgment; 
by the Mercies of Gop and by the 
Blood of a Redeemer, that you conſi- 
der and ſbet your ſelves Men; that you 


. Luke xiii, 28, 29. 
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ſet your ſelves, as it were, attentively 


to read over the Characters inſcribed 
on your Memories and Underſtand- 
ings in the Courſe of a religious Edu- 
cation; that you hearken to the Voice 
of Conſcience repeating thofe Admo- 


nitions, and to the Voice of the Bleſ- 


; ſed Gop as ſpeaking in his Word 


to confirm them; and finally, that 
you apply to him in a moſt impor- 
tunate Manner, for thoſe victorious . 
Influences of his Spirit, which are 
able to mollify and transform theſe 
Hearts of Stone, and to raiſe even 
you, from ſo low a Depth of Dege- 


neracy and Danger, to the Character 


and Happineſs. of the genuine Chil- 
dren of Arabam. God forbid that I 
ſhould fin againſt your Souls, and 
my own in ceaſing to pray that it may 


| be ſo. 


pi Th . 

2; I. ata. cb ul wich an 
Addreſs to thoſe young Perſons who 
have been, through Grace, engaged to 
a becoming Improvement of, the re- 
ligious Education they have enjoyed. 


IAE the Pleaſure of being. well 
aſſured. that there are many ſuch a- 
an H 2 —_ mongſt ; 
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mongſt you. Many who are now 


the. Joy of Miniſters and Parents, and 
the Hope of the Church for ſucceed- 
ing Years. Let me entreat you, my 


dear Brethren and Friends, that Fou 


daily acknowledge the divine Good- 
neſs in favouring you with ſuch Ad- 
vantages ; and, what is ſtill more valu- 
able, in giving you a Heart to prize 
and to improve then. 
THink how different your Cir- 
cumſtances might have been. Provi- 


_ dence might have caſt your Lot in 
ſome diſtant Age or Country, where 


the true Go»: had been unknown, 


where your early Steps had been 
guided to the Groves and Temples 


of deteſtable Idols, and you might 


poſſibly have been taught to conſe- 
crate Luſt or Murther by the Name 
of Devotion. Or you might have 
been educated in popiſh Darkneſs, 
where the Scripture would have been 
to you as a ſealed Book, and you 
would have ſeen Chriſtianity polluted 
with idolatrous Rites, on ſome Ac- 
counts, more inexcuſable than thoſe 
of the Heathen, and adulterated with 
the moſt abſurd and pernicious Er- 
fors. There the miſtaken Piety of 
d 4 . . 44 


your 
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our Parents might have proved a 
3 Snare, whilſt it had infus'd 
a blind and perhaps a cruel Zeal, and 
a proud furious Oppoſition to all the 
Methods of better Information. 
Navy even here, in a Proteſtant 
Country, is it not too evident, there 
are many Families in hich had 
ou been born and educated, you 
ad fate as in Darkneſs and the Sha- 
dow of Death, 'tho* in the Land of 
Light and the Valley of - Viſion.? 
Your Infant Tongue had been form'd 
to the Language of Hell, and exer- 
ciſed in Curſes and Oaths rather than 
in Prayer. You had early Been taught 
to deride every Appearance of ſerious 
Godlineſs; and all the irregular Pro- 
penſities of Nature, had been ſtrength- 
ened by Examples of Wickedneſs, which 
might have been ſufficient to corrupt 
Innocence it ſelf. When you conſi- 
der the wide Difference between theſe 


Circumſtances and your own, ſurely 


whatever your Portion of worldly 
Poſſeſſions may be, you have Reaſon 
to lift up your Heads to Heaven with 
Wonder and Gratitude, and to ſhy, 
The Lines are fallen to us in pleaſant © 
5 e Places, 
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Places, yea we bave a goodly Heri- 
age. Ie 11415 | 
Non is this all. There are many 
around you who have. ſhared in ſuch 
Advantages as thefe, and have ſin- 
fully abus'd them, to the Diſhonour 


of Gop, to the Grief of their Pa- 


rents, and to their own Danger, 
and perhaps their Ruin. And why 
are not you in that wretched Number, 
or who maketh 'thee 10 differ. from 
them ? Why are not your Hearts 
barr'd againſt the Entrance of a Re- 
deemer, but becauſe the KORO has 
opened them ? Why weye not all the 
good Inſtructions which, have bee 
given to you, like Seed.ſown upon a 
Rock? but becauſe Gap gave the In- 
creaſe. Adore the Riches of this dil- 
tinguiſhing Grace. 110632 — 

Anp. let me earneſtly: exhort you, 


that you be careful ſtill farther to im- 


rove it. Giye me Leave to ſay that 


theſe fair Openings of early Seriouſ- 
neſs, do naturally raiſe, a very high 


Expectation of eminent Advances in 
Religion. Let it be your, humble 
and diligent Care, that theſe /Expec- 


tations 57 anſwered. That Four Good- 


ne/s 
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;- | 72/5 may not be like the Morning Cloud 
Joer the early Dew®*, which faon goeth 
y | away, but rather like the dawning 
h | Light which ſhines brighter and brighter 
n- till the perfect Day F. ** 
ar Þ WUuIISsT Providence continues 
a- | theſe holy ee to whom you 
r, | have been ſo highly indebted, let it 
1y | be your conſtant Care, by all the moſt 
Tr, de age Returns of Duty and Grati- 
tude, to expreſs your Regards to 
them and your Senſe of ſo great an 
Obligation. And I will add, let it be 
your Care to hand down to future 
Ages thoſe important Advantages you 
have received from them. | 
| One Generation paſſeth away, and 
another Generation cometb F. It is high- 
ly probable that in a few Years, Num- 
] | bers of you will be conducted. into 
zu, | new Relations; and we pleaſe our 
m- ſelves with the Hope that you will car- 
at | ry Religion and Happineſs into riſing 
aſ- Families. Let not thoſe Hopes be 
gh | diſappointed. When Gop fixes you 
in | in Houſes of your own, let it be your 
ble || firſt Concern. to erect there ſuch do- 
ec- | meſtick Altars, as thoſe at which you 


nejs 2 Hoſ. vi. 4. Þ Prov. iv. 18. $ Eccl. i. 4. 
| have 
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have worſhip'd, with ſuch holy Plea- 
ſure and ſenſible Tokens of divine 
Acceptance. Let the ſacred Treafure 
of divine Knowledge which has been 
depoſited with you, be faithfully de- 
liver'd down to your Deſcendants ; 
that they, in their Turn, may arife 
with the ſame pious Zeal, to tranſ- 
mit it to another Generation, that 
- ſhall be born of them. 2 
Ap may divine Grace, that in- 
ecxhauſtible ſpring of the moſt valu- 
table Bleſſings, ſweetly flow on to 

add Efficacy to all, that real vital 

Religion may be the Glory and Joy 
of every ſucceeding Age; till this 
Earth (which is but a Place of Edu- 
cation for the Children of Gop, dur- 
ing their Minority) - ſhall paſs away 
to make Room for a far nobler Scene 
and State of Exiſtence; where pious 
Parents and their religious Off. ring 
ſhall for ever enjoy the moſt delight- i 
ful Society, inhabiting the Palace of 
our heavenly Father, and ſurrounding 
the Throne of our glorified Redeem- 
er. AMEN. | | 
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